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Canﬂmfu/ﬂﬁom' ORCHIDS M@ﬂzine on your inwe&%@'owney z%rmgﬁ this many

ymm’/ Ql‘ﬂiuey me such immense ﬁ/emmﬂe to extend my bestwishes to the editorial team and
all the avdent readers of ORCHIDS Co/@e Magazine for attaining more than half a
cem‘my mark! 9 thank the ?lﬁwyﬁ@ God fmﬂ ﬁm/inﬂ | given me this wom/eiﬂﬁt/ ofoporfunify
fo exfaress my p/eepeyz‘j ratitude.

Lot us fut our sincere efforts to steer this institution to the ﬁ@ﬁeyz‘ pinnacé am/yz‘@ forever

commz’ffeﬁ/in ourvision mfm/ mission,

9 look forward to many more editions of ORCHIDS in the future - a ﬁeiﬂﬁ,’cz‘ domain for
the students to express their creﬂﬁu@, Once again 9 express my ﬂoo/ wishes to the
pm'nci/m[ editorial bhoard, students, ][ﬂcu@ members and the n0~z‘eacﬁiry staff of the
Coffeﬂe, Keepsoaring 6@%/

"BHAVATU SABBA MANGALAM"

‘JAS YONJAN
President Governing Body
KURSEONG COLLEGE



Sditarvial Onechid!
With profound joy and pride, we share a moment with yow all!

The year we under took responsibilities to publish a Golden Jubilee issue of this Orchid magazine was a moment of cheer and
excitement. A jumbo committee was set up for the total celebration. All the ex-students were communicated and verbally
approached for the articles. We had nicely fragmented our responsibilities into different areas and topics focussing mainly the
golden Jubilee Celebration. One of the important celebrations was the publication of Golden Jubilee Orchid magazine. Since then
a series of instability loomed around our work. The year 2017 was a year full of political upheaval all around the hills closing
almost (07 days with complete lockdown amidst bullets, deaths, mourns, arrests, displacements, change of quards so on. The
intention of State government to implement Bengali language as a compulsory subject all over the state was a matter of
contention. This idea was not well received by the hill populace and the protest started. The implementation of the Bengali
language as a compulsory subject over the state was felt as a linguistic imperialism of the state. Hence in a democratic country
the protest over such ideas was a democratic exercise. This expression of dissatisfaction was just a slight sense of protest
which took over slowly as a mammaoth agitation all around the hills. Altogether 14 lives had to pay the price during this period
leaving each home aggrieved and sad. This later on turned every lives and cheers of this place into an uncertain end. After
normalcy was restored, the zeal to work into this project couldn't catch up the same pace as it had been. Fears of syllabus
completion, internal assessments, introduction of University Examination patterns into CBCS system etc. were the other factors
which led us all towards the late publication of this magazine. Our sponsors, well wishers, ex-students, local citizens, stake
holders had already contributed for this issue. But again at the closet of this project a worldwide pandemic hit the lives, bringing
down the livesinto a complete standstill. Despite of such situation we are here with this issue as promised to you all.

Kurseong College established in the year 1967 serves the purpose of imparting higher education in the entire Kurseong sub-
division. Kurseong is a small town where a number of best schools are established. After the independence a quest of higher
education in the entire area was a thing to be appreciated. People had difficulties in getting higher education as compared to
those other parts of the state. The total hills had a few higher education institutions then. Kurseong is a small place which
connects the plains with the far corner of the villages and tea gardens. Hence, the students coming from those far areas and the
local town areas have smooth higher education learning. The advantage of having a College in our own locality is a subtle
advantage to see but the contribution by such a humble institution is altogether a matter of pride to cherish now at this hour of
Lolden Jubilee moment!

(rchid plays a vital role in bringing out the best talents and thoughts in the written form. Many of our present and past writers in
the Nepali Language and Literature have emerged through this magazine in the past. Kurseong College proudly confess that the
magazine Orchid still carries animpression of great thoughts, expressions, integrity and responsibilities. Thus, this magazine of
Lolden Jubilee Issue would remain a diary of all events which we could succeed and which we couldn't complete. Once again the
publication of this magazine may prevail a good sense amaong all the readers and may it continue in days to come with full bloom
and happiness!

Thank you.

Editar, Golden Julitee Edition



From The Editenial De sk
"White what should not be forgotien! - Dsabel Allende

Reaching fifty years of invaluable service to the society is a massive achievement for Kurseong College. Passing
through the various phases of ups and downs, the College has made rapid strides of progress during the fifty years of
its existence since its inception in 1367 under the quidance of visionary founders and ever-enthusiastic and energetic
faculties. The College has organized a spectrum of activities as a part of its Golden Jubilee Celebration as it enters
into the next phase of its educational service. During these years there were many achievements which brought
laurels not only to the College but also to the town and the society. Initiation of diverse courses during these yearsis a
proof of the institution's creativity and sensitivity to the current educational needs.

|t is indeed a proud moment to witness this golden era of the institution and we are really exuberant to proclaim that
we are ready with all new dreams and aspirations to bring out the Golden Jubilee issue, a special edition of our college
magazine "Orchid", which will surely unfurl the unseen world of the most memorable and precious moments of the
college. The enthusiastic write ups of our young and vivacious minds are undoubtedly satisfying to catch hold of the
interest and admiration of the readers. This souvenir is a sincere effort on our part to offer an opportunity to our
budding talents to give shape to their creativity and to those who have been associated with the institution in various
capacities to express their opinion and literary potentialities.

|, with my colleague Mr. Yogesh Khati, Assistant Professor, Department of Nepali, am honoured to edit the Golden
Jubilee edition of "Orchid". My sincere and earnest gratitude to all the students and the staff without whose
contribution the completion of this magazine would not have been possible. | would like to thank Dr. Samir Bal,
Principal, Kurseong College, for his support and guidance and all the members of the Editorial Board. | am confident
that the innovative ideas and opinions expressed in this special edition of "0rchid” will surely budge the minds of the
readers into the incredible world of joy and pleasure.

Thank you and Happy Reading!

Br. Neeleo K. €. Lopcha,
Bditor, @uchid Colden Fuliboe Edition



Principal’s Repove

We are extremely happy and privileged to dedicate 52nd Foundation Day to the writer and Sahitya Academy
Awardee Shiva Kumar Rai. He was the founder teacher of this college. He worked in Kurseong College as a
teacher for little more than a year. He tendered his resignation in the month of September 1968 to join All
India Radio, Kurseong. He was such an important teacher in the Nepali Department that the then Governing
Body passed a resolution requesting the Director General of All India Radio for grant of special permission to
Sri Shiva Kumar Rai to take up the post of part-time lecturer in Nepali in the college while working at All
India Radio, Kurseong so that this college would get the service of Sri Shiva Kumar Rai.

I am pleased to inform you that last year 9 new assistant professors have joined Kurseong College. Three
Assistant Professors in History, two Assistant Professors in Physics, one each in Pol. Science, Nepali, Zoology
and English. With the appointment of these new teachers, many departments which were suffering from
staff shortage have started performing with their full strength. Still there are a few more vacancies in the
college which I think should be filled within this year.

In 2015 Kurseong College had applied to North Bengal University for the Introduction of zoology honours in
the college. Last year the inspection team from North Bengal University visited our college and submitted the
report to the Vice Chancellor. On the basis of a positive report from the Inspection team we got the extended
affiliation for Zoology Honours with the permission to admit 15 students. This year the Zoology Honours
seats have almost all been filled up.

On the cultural front, a group of students participated in the INNOVISION programme organized by
Salesian College, Siliguri campus in the month of November 2017. Our students secured 1st position in
Western music competition and poetry recitation and 3rd position in the group dance. The students were
accompanied by Assistant Professor Yogesh Khati, convener of the Cultural Committee.

Two of our science students Surya Pratap Singha and Jainab Banu who represented Kurseong College in the
Science Model Exhibition held at St. Joseph's College Darjeeling organized by the Department of Youth
Affairs, Government of West Bengal in 2017. They secured 1st position under GTA area. Having secured the
Ist position, they represented the GTA area for the State level Science Model Exhibition competition at
Kolkata. Our chemistry Teacher Mr. Rakesh Kumar Gupta guided and motivated his students to participate
in this Exhibition.

Two Research projects funded by Science and Engineering Research Board have been sanctioned to Dr. Amit
Shankar, Assistant Professor of Physics of Kurseong College. The grants of these two projects are Rs. 20,
87,700 and Rs. 27, 27,340 respectively, A Research Lab for these projects has been established in the college
and intensive research work is underway. A young Research Scholar has also been appointed under this
project.

West Bengal Higher Education Council and University of North Bengal have sanctioned Kurseong College to
start MA classes in Nepali from this academic Session 2018-19. I must acknowledge here that our Governing
Body President, Dr Jas Yonjan floated the idea of starting Post graduate courses in Nepali. I must thank the
entire Governing Body members for initiating the process of starting MA classes in Nepali. I am also thankful
to the faculty of the Nepali Department who have taken up the challenge to run the MA courses smoothly and
successfully.



The Assistant Professor of our College, Mrs. Namrata Rai, has been awarded the prestigious Director
General NCC Trophy for the best overall performance and the best ANO of the course. She has also been
awarded the silver medal in the Senior Wing and Excellence certificates in lecture instructional planning,
social and cultural activities. It is not only a pride for Kurseong College, it is a pride for the entire Darjeeling
Hills as well as the State of West Bengal.

Dr. Rohit Sharma, Honourable MLA of Kurseong Constituency and also the former professor of this college
recommended Rs. 4 lakh for the college last year from MLA fund. Early this year the amount was sanctioned
and directly deposited into our Account. With these funds the college has done the repair work of the main
driveway, repair work of the main gate, the drain and the college canteen. On behalf of the entire Kurseong
College family,  would like to express my gratitude to Rohit sir.

The Debate and Seminar Sub-committee last year organized an Intra-college Debate competition for the
students in the college on 13th December 2017. The topic of the multi-lingual debate was 'Social networking
aids modern Education". It was made multi-lingual because language should not be a barrier in expressing
one's thoughts and ideas. Two teams with four students in each group participated in the debate. The 1st, 2nd
and 3rd best speakers were awarded with certificates and trophies.

A One Day Seminar on Science Popularization was organized by Kurseong College on 6th August, 2018.
Experts from Higher Educational and Research Institutions of India, such as Mizoram University, Sikkim
University, North Eastern Hill University, Visva Bharati University, [IT Dhanbad shared their knowledge and
experiences with the present status of development of Science and its Applications. I am grateful to the
organizing committee for successfully conducting the Seminar.

Under the able guidance and leadership of Assistant professors Mrs. Srijana Rai and Mr. Yogesh Khati the
NSS Unit I and IT have been doing programmes like blood donation camps, shawcha Bharat Abhiyan, Clean
campus etc.

I congratulate the awardees for securing highest marks in the graduation examination 2018. Performances of
students in the graduation examination 2018 are

SUBJECT PASS %
ENGLISH 76
GEOGRAPHY 77
HISTORY 40
POL. SC. 33
B. A GEN 52
B. COM( H) 75
B. COM( G) 75
CHEMISTRY 100
MATHS 75
B. SC. (PURE) 100
B. SC. (BIO) 100
TOTAL 61

Sonjog Subba a Political Science Honours student has secured 1st Class in the graduation examination 2018.
The performance of the students this yearis better than that of last year.  hope and pray that the performance
of our students next year would improve ever further.



There was a long standing demand for the construction of a Girls' Hostel on the College campus to cater to the
need of our girl students who come from far away places to study in the college. The construction of a three
storyed hostel building was completed in 2016 with the help of the fund made available by University Grants
Commission. I am glad to inform that the Kurseong College Girls Hostel has been running well and more
than 17 girls students are presently residing in it.

I feel privileged to place before you a record of some of the important achievements and activities of Kurseong
College in the field of academic and co-curricular activities for the Academic year 2018-19.

NAAC accreditation is compulsory nowadays. The NAAC committees are working tirelessly to finish the
Annual Quality Assurance Report of the last five years. A workshop was conducted by Mr. Peter Lepcha,
Assistant Professor of Salesian College, Siliguri on NAAC preparation.

In the month of April 2019 a symposia was organized by the post graduate department of Nepali on Dr. Jas
Yonjan Pyaasi, a renowned literary figure who is also the president of the Governing Body of Kurseong
College. Students of Nepali department recited his poems, read stories written by him and sang songs written
by him. It was really unique experience.

A workshop for the school science teachers was organized in the College. The experienced and well known
science teachers from Colleges and schools within GTA area were brought as resource persons to suggest,
interact, discuss with new science teachers to know the technique to impart science knowledge and make it
popular amongst the students.

For the first time in the history of Kurseong College, Swarsati Puja was organized by the students in the
college in the month of February 2019. We are planning to continue with this tradition in the future.

This year (2019), in collaboration with MARG NGO based in Darjeeling, Kurseong College started YATC or
Youth Against Trafficking Club. These club members were sensitized by the MARG experts about the
Trafficking of young specially for flesh trade. Last month a rally was organized by YAT club starting from the
College to Kurseong Railway station. This Club under the guidance of Prof. Tara Lohar preformed a street
play near Kurseong Railway station.

The Debate and Seminar Sub-committee under the guidance of Dr. Srijana Rai, organized an Intra-college
Debate competition for the students on 14th August 2019. Twelve students participated in the Debate
Competition. Out of these 12 participants, the best 5 participants were selected who will be representing our
college in the prestigious Swami Prabhunanda debate competition organized by GDNS, Darjeeling on
20.08.20191.e. on Vasha Diwas.

Three female teachers of our college have been awarded Ph. D. degree by university of North Bengal this year
in their respective field. The entire Kurseong college family congratulates them for their achievement.

We have two NCC Units in the college namely, 4 Bengal Girls and 5 Bengal Boys. Our NCC cadets have been
involved in many activities. Cadet Pragya Tamang won Gold medal in Shooting event and Cadet M. D.
Tayoub Ali won Silver medal in map reading in the Thal sena camp held at Ghoshpukur near Bagdogra
between 3rd and 3st July 2019. Cadet Vishaka Singh and Cadet Mona Sunuwar from 4 Bengal Girls attended
an Advance leadership Camp at Kharagpur between 28th May to 8th June 2019. Cadet Akriti Bhujel of 4
Bengal Girls attended a Zonal Shooting Coaching Capsule at Asansol Rifle Club between 21st May to 30th
May 2019.



Under the able guidance and leadership of Assistant professors Mrs. Srijana Rai and Mr. Yogesh Khati the
NSS Unit I and IT have been doing programmes like blood donation camps, Shawcha Bharat Abhiyan, Clean
campus etc.

This year we have entered into the MOU (memorandum of Understanding) with Vivo Skills and Training
institute to start a skill Development programme under Prime Minister Kaushal Vikash Yojna, Government
of India. This programme will help the unemployed youth of Kurseong to acquire different skills. With the
help of the acquired skill these students will have opportunity to get employment in big towns and cities.

The NCC, NSS volunteers and Kurseong College Alumni Association members along with the teaching and
non-teaching staff planted 100 tree saplings in and around College Campus during this month.

With reference to the academic performance of our students, I congratulate the students who have secured the
highest marks in the graduation examination 2019. The performance of the students this year has been better
than that of last year. I hope and pray that the performance of our students next year will improve further. The
students of MA Nepali have performed well in their 1st semester Examination.

The Department of History and Geography together organized a student seminar on the topic "Trends and
patterns of Human settlements: past, present and future prospects with special emphasis on the history of
North Bengal on 6th and 7th May 2019.

The Department of History in collaboration with Indian Council of Historical Research has organized a
National Seminar on 26th and 27th August 2019. It is to be that Kurseong College is holding a national
seminar aftera gap of 13 years.

Notwithstanding the academic achievements, Kurseong College has been suffering from numerous
infrastructural problems. The need for the construction of new classrooms in Kurseong College has become
critical as the College does not have sufficient classrooms to accommodate students from both General and
Honours courses in all the three streams of Arts, Science and Commerce. With the introduction of M. A.
course in Nepali from this academic session the problem of the dearth of classrooms has become even more
acute. The auditorium is being used as a classroom through the year and therefore students do not have any
place to organize cultural events like singing, dances, drama, debating, seminars etc. Thus, the construction
of an Academic Building with an Auditorium has become an urgent need of the college.

Fencing of the college boundary is another important issue in Kurseong College. The entire campus area of
9.4 acre lacks proper fencing and intruders with harmful motives can enter the college compound from any
side of the college. A prime piece of Land of Kurseong College has already been encroached upon by an
outsider. Moreover, the girls' hostel which is located within the college campus does not have a proper fencing.
Fencing of college property, therefore, is of paramount importance for the safely and security of the
hostellers.



KURSEONG COLLEGE

KURSEONG
DEPARTMENT OF BENGALI
SI. No. Name Designation
01 Mrs. Sarmishta Dam (Guha) Associate Professor
DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY
SI. No. Name Designation
02 | Dr. Shankar Prasad Sha (HOD) Assistant Professor
03 | Dr. Sujata Kalikotay Assistant Professor
04 | Dr. Thangjam Thoibi Devi SACT
05 | Mrs. Prakriti Gazmer SACT
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY
SI. No. Name Designation
06 Dr. Prakash Muhuri (HOD) Associate Professor
07 Dr. Sudip Mohapatra Assistant Professor
08 Dr. Jhuma Bhadra Assistant Professor
09 Dr. Prawin Kumar Sharma SACT
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
SI. No. Name Designation
10 Mr. Sumanta Bhattacharya (HOD) Associate Professor
11 Mr. Sandip Kumar Santra Associate Professor
12 Mrs. Sheetal Thatal Assistant Professor
13 Ms. Monica Chauhan Assistant Professor
14 Mr. Diwas Bhujel SACT
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS
SL. No. Name Designation
15 Dr. Srijana Rai (HOD) Associate Professor
16 Mr. Dawa Sherpa Assistant Professor




DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
SI. No. Name Designation
17 | Dr. Joydeep Bhattacharjee (HOD) Associate Professor
18 | Dr. Hifajur Rahaman Ansary Assistant Professor
19 | Mr. Satish Tamang Assistant Professor
20 | Miss Bijayata Pradhan SACT
DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
SI. No. Name Designation
21 | Dr. Neelee K.C. Lepcha (HOD) Assistant Professor
22 Mrs. Namrata Rai Assistant Professor
23 Mr. Kamal Sarkar Assistant Professor
DEPARTMENT OF HINDI
SI. No. Name Designation
24 Mr. Prashanta Sarkar (HOD) Assistant Professor
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
SI. No. Name Designation
25 | Dr. Shera P. Molommu (HOD) Associate Professor
26 | Mr. Manadev Roy Assistant Professor
27 | Mr. Chanchal Adhikary Assistant Professor
28 | Mrs. Sushna Subba Assistant Professor
29 | Mrs. Pranita Pradhan SACT
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
SI. No. Name Designation
30 | Dr.Kanak Kanti Baishya (HOD) Associate Professor
31 | Mr. Subhasis Das Assistant Professor
32 | Dr. Rajib Debnath Assistant Professor




DEPARTMENT OF NEPALI
SL. No. Name Designation
33 Mrs. Tara Lohar (HOD) Associate Professor
34 Mr. Ganga Prasad Sharma Associate Professor
35 Mr. Yogesh Khati Associate Professor
36 Mrs. Sarswati Mohora Assistant Professor
37 Mrs. Rajani Sharma SACT
38 Mr. Sonam Lama SACT
39 Mr. Sapan Pradhan SACT
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS
SI. No. Name Designation
40 Dr. Amit Shankar (HOD) Assistant Professor
41 Mr. Manabindu Das Assistant Professor
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
SIL. No. Name Designation
42 Dr. Upendra Adhikari (HOD) Associate Professor
43 | Ms. Karma Yangchen Lhamu Assistant Professor
44 | Ms. Tahira Batt Assistant Professor
45 | Mrs. Jelina Pradhan SACT
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
SI. No. Name Designation
46 Miss Sudarshana Pradhan SACT
DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
SL. No. Name Designation
47 | Mr. Benoy Kishore Rai (HOD) Assistant Professor
48 | Mr. Biplab Das Assistant Professor
49 | Mrs. Ranjana Pradhan SACT
DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY
SI. No. Name Designation
50 Dr. Samiksha Subba Librarian




NON TEACHING STAFF

SI. No. NAME DESIGNATION
01. | Vacant Head Clerk
02. Ramesh Thapa Cashier
03. | Mr. Anthony Chettri Accountant
04. | Vacant Group - C
05. | Mr. Nima Tamang Peon
06. | Mr. Nar Bahadur Chettri Peon
07. | Mr. Ningma Sherpa Darwan
08. | Mr. Abid Ali Darwan
09. [ Mr. Rama Ram Routh Sweeper
10. Mr. Santosh Subba Lab. Attendant (Botany)
11. Mr. Anuj Thapa Lab. Attendant (Geography)
12. | Mr. Pemba Sherpa Lab. Attendant (Zoology)
13. Mr. Mr. Karna Bahadur Sunar Library Peon
14. | Vacant Library Clerk
15. | Vacant Group - D
16. | Vacant Lady Attendant
17. Vacant Lab. Attendant (Chemistry)
18. Vacant Lab. Attendant (Physics)
19. | Mr. Bimal Sharma Part Time Group-C
20. [ Mr. Sumendra Chettri Part Time Group-C
21. | Mrs. Kumud Thapa Part Time Library Staff
22. | Mr. Sanjib Tamang Part Time Security Guard
23. | Mr. Ranjit Tamang Part Time Security Guard
24, Mr. Binoy Rai Part Time Lab. Attendant (Chemistry)
25. Mr. Anurodh Kumar Das Part Time Library Staff
26. | Ms. Laxmi Dewan Part Time Group-C
27. | Mr. Sarob Routh Part Time (Daily wages) sweeper)




CODE OF CONDUCT AT
KURSEONG GOLLEGE

This is for information to all the students that the following Code of Conduct should be maintained in
College and they should abide by the rules given below:-

1. Male students are not allowed to put on any type of stud or rings on ears and grow long hair.

2. Any one found indulging in ragging especially against girl students will be strictly dealt with by
disciplinary action committee.

3. Loitering in the college corridor and sitting on the college fence during class hours are strictly
prohibited. Any violation of this would lead to immediate imposition of heavy fine or expulsion from the
college.

4.  Disturbing, disrupting or distracting classes will lead to strict disciplinary action.

5. Dress and general appearance of students must be modest, neat and proper. Smoking and
taking drugs (or any other intoxicants) are strictly forbidden in the college premises.

6. Studentsare notallowed to come intoxicated in the college campus.
7. Students are required to see the notice board for any important notice everyday in the morning.

8.  Use of cell phones (mobile) in the classroom / corridors and listening to music in college campus
is strictly prohibited.

9.  Admission to the college entails students to follow the rules and regulations of the college in all
respect and to maintain discipline throughout.

10. Attendance and Class Test are compulsory for all the students and 75% attendance is required to
be permitted to appear for any University Examination. The attendance will be taken strictly by the
teachers.

11. Any grievances, problems and difficulties faced by the students can be informed to the Principal
in writing during office hours.
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Magazine Sub-CommitteeAnnual Report 2017-18

The Magazine Committee wishes to shed light on the fact that Orchids has not come to
publication since its last publication in 2012. This is the next to be published from the period of
2013-16 and will come tolife in April 2018.

Dr. Shera Pandi Molommu
Convenor, Magazine Sub-Committe
2017-2018
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SOMETIMES QUITTERS DO WIN
Vishaka Singh, B.A. English Honours

Lets, start with a quote, “You are a fool if you think smoking is cool.” Once in our village there was a
man named sunil. He lived with his wife and two children, Clare and Joel. They were a happy family
until Sudha, Sunil’s wife get into the dirty habit of smoking and drinking. Sudhha was a house wife.
Sunil used to earn his livelihood by working in the nearby school. He was a non-teaching staff there.
He worked very hard to give his family members a better life. But his hardwork went in vain when
his wife, Sudha started to smoke and drink. Sudha caught this habit from her village friends. She
used to sent her children to school and gane with with her friends to do messy making the whole day.
She started making the whole day. She started to ruin her life as well as the life of her family
members. Slowly this habit started to be come on addiction for Sudha. She spent all the hard earned
money of her husband in the toxic things. Instead of stopping Sudha. Sunil too started smoking and
drinking. This led to the downfall of their family. This highly affected the life of their children too.
Sudha’s condition started becoming worse day by day. All she could think about was about smoking
and drinking. One day when Sunil returned home from work, Sudha was coughing a lot. She
coughed blood. Sunil immediately took her to the nearby hospital. Her situation worsened day by
day. She was diagnosed with lung cancer. Sunil did not have enough money to do the treatment of
Sudha against cancer. Her husband started missing his wife but now only few months was there in
Sudha’s life. Slowly Sudha started becoming weaker and weaker. She depended on her husband for
everything. One day Sudha breathed her last. That was the day when Sunil started to value life. He
mourned his wife’s death but did not break down because he had to take care of his children. He tried
every means to give up smoking and drinking. He kept his children in the care of his parents and
went to Jesu Ashram to give up this hazardous habit. He made his will power strong and decided to
quit smoking forever. He had seen his wife dying in front of him so he didn’t want his life to end in
that way. He wanted to live for his children. He wanted to give the best kind of life to his children. So
after he returned home he didn’t ever touch any toxic products. He went to Jesu Ashram (the place
where people are helped to fight back their addictions) as alooser but he came out as a winner. Sudha
was always missed by them but their life was much better now. So in this way life taught Sunil a
lesson at the same time life taught him to fight back. So, I would like to end this real life story with a
quote ‘Sometimes Quitters Win’ !
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Report of the Examination Sub-commaittee of the
Academic year 2017 - 2018

The University examination started from 3rd April, 2017 and completed on 2nd June, 2017 . The first
meeting was held on 14th March, 2017 in the Principal chamber to discuss about the University
€xamination . The second meeting was held on 28th March, 2017 in the Teaching Staffs' room to
discuss about the rules of the examination for the students and invigilators. The €xamination
Committee successfully completed the University €xamination 2017 as well as the Selection Test
€xamination 2018. During this period, we organized the examination of Miss Soney Tamang, Roll
0241633, No: 00099, BA Part Il Nepali Honours in the Sub-divisional Hospital, Kurseong on the basis of
the application and medical certificate which we received on 11th April 2017 .

Also the €xamination Committee completed the University €xamination within budget Rs.181000-/.
The total expenditure for the University €xamination 2017 was 174310-/ (One Lac Seventy Four
Thousand Three Hundred Ten only).

The Selection Test €xamination 2018 started from 19th February, 2018 and was successfully
conducted. The total expenditure was Rs. 769-/ (Rupees Seven Hundred sixty nine only).

So the total expenditure for the university and college Selection Test €xamination were 175079-/(One
Lac Seventy Five Thousand Seventy Nine only).

Finally, | would like to thank our Honorable Principal, committee members, and all the teaching and
non-teaching staff for successful completion of the University €xamination 2017 as well as the
Selection Test €xamination 2018.

Thanking You

Subhasis Das
(Convenor)
Member:-
Dr . Samir Bal (Centre-in-Charge), Dr. S.P. Molommu, Mrs. Namrata Rai,
Mr. Balaram Pradhan, Mr. S§.S. Moktan.
€xamination Sub-committee of the Academic year 2017 - 2018, Kurseong College




Report of Research Sub-Committee
For the Year 2017-18

Kurseong College Teachers' Council

On behalf of the Research Sub-Committee, | am privileged to present the Report for the Year
2017-2018. Kurseong College being the only Institution of Higher Education offering
undergraduate course in various subjects in all the three stream of Arts, Science and Commerce in
the entire sub-Division of Kurseong including Mirik ( a separate sub-division now) has a lot of hope
and plan to flourish and develop further. In spite of limited opportunity to conduct Institutional
research works at the College Campus, a very good number of teachers are actively engaged in
research works at different levels. After fulfilling the primary duty of teaching along with various
assignments and responsibilities starting from Admission to Examination including supervisory
jobs in student activities like Games and Sports, Cultural programmes and many others, Teachers
have managed to find out time to engage themselves in research works. It is encouraging and
promising for a better future for us.

Every year one or two members join the club of Ph.Ds. Many teachers are pursuing their Ph.d
research works. Smt. Srijana Rai, Asst. Prof. in Economics and Smt. Neelee K.C. Lepcha, Asst.
Prof. in Geography have been selected under Faculty Development Programme for one (01) and
two (02) years respectively for pursuing their Ph.D programme sponsored by the U.G.C., New
Delhi. Mr. Yogesh Khati, Asst Prof. in Nepali, Mr. Prashanta Sarkar, Asst. Prof. in Hindi, Mrs.
Namrata Rai Asst Prof. in Geography, Smt. Saraswati Mohra, Asst. Prof. in Nepali, Mr. Rahaman
Ansari , Asst Prof. in English are actively engaged in Ph.D research works. Smt. Jelina Pradhan,
PTT in Political Science is also pursuing her Ph.D programme.

Kurseong College has also started its journey to provide institutional research faculty in the
College campus. Dr. Amit Shankar Asst. Prof. in Physics has been awarded Young Scientist
Scheme with a grant of 27 lakhs from the D.S.T., Govt. of India. The tenures of the scheme is 2016-
19. Another research scheme with a grant of about Rs. 21 lakhs from SERB, Govt. of India has also
been sanctioned in favour of Dr. Shankar as the Principal Investigator (P.1.). Dr. Shankar is going to
appoint junior research fellow for this scheme in near future. Dr. Kanak Kanti Baishya, Asst. Prof. in
Mathematics has been awarded U.G.C. sponsored Minor Research Project.

A very good number of papers have been published by the teachers of Kurseong College in
different International and National journals Future of research works/facilities at Kurseong
College looks bright and is heading in right direction.

Dr. Prakash Kr. Muhuri
31/03/2018




ANNUAL REPORT CULTURAL COMMITTEE
2017

Cultural Committee 2017 had a very little to do throughout the year due to a long political upheaval and
shutdown almost 105 days. Luckily Foundation Day Celebration 2017 was celebrated on 17th August 2017
in a low profile, just paying homage to the Founder member in the presence of same G.B. members and
College staftf members. No cultural activities were conducted yet a group of students participated in the
INNOVISION programme organized by Salesian College, Siliguri in the month of November 2017. The
students took part in several competition and came st in Western Music, 3rd in Group Dance, 1st Poetry
Recitation. The year ended peacefully and all the members were very supportive and cooperative in
whatever programmes we carried on.

Yogesh Khati

Convenor
Cultural Committee-2017

Canteen Sub-Committee
Annual Report 2017-2018

The committee comprised of Convenor Dr. Shera Pandi Molommu and member Dr. Joydeep
Bhattacharya Dr. Kanak Kanti Baishya, Mrs. Srijana Rai, Mrs. Neelee K.C. Lepcha, Mr. Benoy HKishor
Rai, Mr. Susanta Das and Mr.Kamal Sarkar.

The committee concludes that due to the smooth functioning of the canteen and as no complaints came
from the staff and the students not a single meeting had to be called. The committee members visited
the canteen regularly and found it functioning in a satisfactory manner.

When asked about the hardships that the canteen faced, we were brought to light about the difficulty
faced when going to the toilet . The access to the canteen toilet is arduous and long. When the toilet is
on the adjacent wall, a door through the wall would make sense and easier for the canteen staff .

The canteen staff reported that few of the college staff spoke to them with contempt and disdain,
which was not to their liking. They also reported to the committee that it is not possible to serve the
ordered itmes like tea immediately as it has to be prepared, but some staff wanted itinstantly .

Dr. Shera Pandi Molommu,
Asst. Proffessor (Deptt. of History)
Convenor,

Canteen Sub-Committee (2017-18)




Report on 10th Bangladesh & 3rd
SAANSO Scout Jamboree

Our District Organizing Commissioner of Guide is Pramila Pradhan . There were six participants from
Darjeeling District, out of which three students and a District organizing commissioner were from Kurseong
and two Scouts Captains were from Mirik. Pramila Pradhan (DOC) is also ours contingent leader of West
Bengal.

On 4th March we started our journey from Kurseong at 4.30 p.m. and reached NJP. From NJP we started for
Kolkata, Sealdah Station. Then again we changed our train from Sealdah to Ganganagar. Ganganagar is
place where our scouts and Guide centre is located. We reached Ganganagar the next day at 9.00 a.m. After
reaching there we saw that there were many participants who came from 17 different states for 10th
Bangladesh & 3rd SAANSO Scouty Jamboree. We were very happy at that moment to see all people from
different states. The participants were from West Bengal, Assam, Chattisgarh, Haryana, Jammu &Kashmir,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamilnadu, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and others.

Ours Scouts Indian contingent leader was Arup Sarkar and Guide contingent leader was Rubi Paul. In our 1st
meeting with our contingent leaders they advised all the scouts and guide group how to behave in
Bangladesh and to make India proud in 10th Bangladesh & 3rd SAANSO Scout Jamboree Camp. On the
other hand our contingent leader also said to be ready with our state cultural programme. Therefore everyone
was ready with their state cultural programme. In Ganganagar we practised a lot. Then the next day our
leader selected different state cultural programmes for the final programme of Jamboree camp. We also got
many gifts from National Scouts and Girls Guide which had come from Delhi. The gift we got were bags,
water bottle, shirts having Indian flag, monogram and identity card.

We started our journey from India to Bangladesh on 7th March, early in the morning at 4.00 a.m. by a bus.
We reached Bangladesh Border at 9.00 a.m. which was a destination of just 5 hours. Then we all went to
immigration Office to verify our passports. Then we sat on another bus to enter Bangladesh. On the way we
stopped for having our lunch in Bangladesh Scouts District Centre at 2.00 p.m. There we were welcomed
very nicely by Bangladeshi Scout with many beautiful flowers. After having lunch we also went for a small
walk around Scout District Centre and it was very big and beautiful, full of trees, plants, rivers, fountains and
several other things. Then again our journey started and we directly stopped at National Scout Training
Centre, Meuchak, Gazipur. We reached Scout Training Centre, Mouchak Gazipurat 11.30 p.m. whichwas a
journey of 16 hours from Ganganagar, Kolkata.

There again we were welcomed very nicely. Then we all went in a big hall to take rest as we were too tired.
The next day on 08-03-19, our main camp started. Then we all were shifted to tent. There were almost 1500
tents which were looking too good to see. There we met many Scouts who had come from 7 different
countries to join this camp. They were from Sri Lanka, Maldives, Afghanistan, Bhutan and Nepal. We all
introduced each other. Then again on the next day we were taken for the tour in Bangladeshi famous Park.




There we enjoyed a lot with new friends. We saw many new things. In the park there were many games to
play which were free of cost. Then after enjoying in the park we directly went to have lunch, there we also
danced with cartoonists. Then we returned to our camp.

The next day on 10" March 2019 everyone practised their own dance in their national patriotic song. The
next day we met Bangladeshi President and we heard his lecture and then he was welcomed by a wonderful
programme held by Bangladesh Scouts. On 12" March 2019 we were taken for hiking, where we saw
wonderful scenery. After going to jungle every group were given task to make some dish with egg and
Potato. As we were not provided with gas there we had to cook by using sticks. The dish cooked by us with
egg and potato was very tasty as we had mixed our Darjeeling famous wai wai in it. Then we returned to our
camp site. Again the next day on 13" March 2019 we had our tent inspection and surprisingly we won,
therefore we were shocked and too happy for winning the trophy as we were representing India. On that day
we organized programme specially for the scouts. We saw many new things, we played many games we also
bought things related with scouts like badges, scarfs and so on.

The next day on 4" March 2019, which was our last day in Bangladesh, we enjoyed a lot by playing many
adventurous games with all friends by challenging them and we had great experience in it. At the evening
time we had our camp fire which was a wonderful camp fire I have ever seen. At that time we had to perform
our dance for the programme and it was very awesome one, we also enjoyed watching other country’s
programme. Then we all went to have our dinner and it was the best one as it was served nicely. Many dishes
were served to us and we were also welcomed very nicely. Then we returned to our tent, we packed ou r bags
and we went for our bus. We were not willing to come back as we loved too much to be there with new
friends.

Submitted by—

Nisha Kushwala, 1" Yr. Pol. Sc. Hons.
Jyoti Gupta, 1"Yr. Pol. Sc. Hons
Kanchan Roy, 2" Yr. Math Hons

Report of the Annual Games & Sports 2017-18

As a part of the Golden Jubilee Celebration, Kurseong College’'s Games & Sports Sub-
Committee had decided to conduct a Marathon race. But due to some unavoidable
circumstances it was not possible to hold the same.

Inter College Annual Sports could not be held due to political unrest in the region.

The Committee is hoping for a full fledged Annual Sports in the College next year.

Prasanta Sarkar
Convenor, Games & Sports Sub-Committee
20/03/2018




Report of the Admission Sub-Committee for the
Session 2017-2018

The admission sub-committee was formed in the final T.C. Meeting held on 13th March 2017 in
the staff room of the College. Mr. Kamal Sarkar was selected as the Convenor of the admission
committee. The following members were selected by the members of the house.

Mr. Sushanta Das

Mrs. Sarswati Mohora

Ms. Karma Yangchen Lhmu
Mr. Manabindu Das

Dr. Rajib Debnath

Dr. Amit Shankar

Mr. Rabindra Nath Saha

Mr. Biplab Das

Mr. Manadev Roy

0. Mr. Chanchal Adhikari

= 0 X NNk W=

Altogether three meetings of the admission committee were held in the Chamber of the honorable
Principal on 23rd May, 2nd June and 9th October 2017, in the presence of the Principal, Convener
and all the concerned members of the committee.

The Computer Room was used for admission purpose. Mr. Biplov Dewan & Mr. Bimal Sharma
were also co-opted for this work. The committee wanted to develop an "Online Payment
Gateway" facility but due to some unavoidable circumstances it was not possible in this session.

An amount of Rs. 24,000/- (Rupees Twenty Four Thousand) was paid to M/s Nextgen, Siliguri
for renewal of the online admission portal in the current session.

A demonstration was given by M/s Nexten Software Company regarding online admission
procedure.

The sub-committee also introduced "The Central Counseling System" for the first time.

Though the admission committee started its work early in the month of May 2017 but due to some
unavoidable circumstances it was completed towards the end of November2017.

Kamal Sarkar

Place : Kurseong Convenor
Date: 21/03/18 Admission Sub-Committee




Report of the Debate and Seminar Sub-Committe of the

Academic year 2017-2018
[Subimitted in the Qnnual Feachers Council Meeting held an 9 Maxch 2018]

The Debate and Seminar Sub-committee of the Academic year 2017-18 had the plan to organise
an Inter-College Debate Competition involving all the Hill Colleges as part of the Golden Jubilee
Celebration of the foundation of Kurseong College, but the plan had to be shelved due to the
unavoidable circumstances in the region in the year 2017.

However, an intra-College Debate Competition for students was organised on 13th December
2017 in the College. The topic of the debate was “Social networking aids modern education.” The
debate was preceded by a thorough preparation undertaken by the Debate and Seminar Sub-
Committee of the College. Meetings (dated 25-4-17 : 29-11-17) were held in the Principal’s
chamber, plans were chalked out. Finally, after counseling and audition, the programme took
place.

Two teams of students with four students in each group participated in the debate. The 1st, 2nd and
3rd best speakers were awarded with certificates and trophies. The programme was highly
successful because of the active participation of all the members of the college, including the
students, teachers and non-teaching staff.

The purpose was to organise a fruitful programme on a limited budget without putting further
pressure on the already pressurised college fund. I think the sub-committee was successful in this
respect, As Convenor of the Debate and Seminar Sub-committe of the Academic year 2017-18, 1
would like to thank Dr. Samir Bal, Principal, Kurseong College, for encouraging and supporting
us to organise the programme. I would like to thank the teachers, Dr. P.K. Muhuri, Mrs. Srijana
Rai, Mr. Sustanta Das, who were on the panel of judges for their brilliant work and Mr. Binoy
Kishore Rai for preparing the certificates. I am specially thankful to the sub-committee members
who made the programme happen. Thank you.

Dr. Joydeep Bhattacharya
Convenor

Members :- Mr. Ganga Prasad Sharma, Dr. Kanak Kanti Baishya, Dr. Upendra Adhikari, Mr. Prashanto Sarkar,
Ms. Namrata Rai, Ms. Saraswati Mohora, Ms. Karma Lamu Bhutia, Dr. Amit Shankar, and Mr. Biplov Das.




YOUR PRIDE

| am a girl and | wear short clothes,
It's your problem if your mind floats,
Let the narrow curtains to slide

It's my cloth and my pride.

| am done by comments with bias in it,
tried of buying myself to fit.

Let your thought be more wide,

It's my cloth and my pride,

| know myself and your thought,

and also the situation where it bought,
Your narrowness is right to hide,

Not my cloth, it's my pride.

-Sailesh Dewan Rai
English Hons.

Calm down, Calm down
It’s just a short lived

CALM DOWN
Be patience, a good days will

‘@ come | believed,

An enormous trials bewildered thee
Those things only the creator can see
An innocent soul experiences

an endless pain.............c.cccccevnan
scrutinizing the way where to gain
It seems life has no meaning,

and commitment are quite in vain
The mind is full of confusion

The heart is full of tears

I can'’t find any solace,

What am | doing here,

Certainly a heavenly message
strikes in the mind....................
God is near to make

all things fine.............c........

FRIENDSHIP

Friendship is a little thing
Which makes you feel divine
With a true and good friends,

You feel happiness is mine.

“A friend in need is a friend indeed.”

Who helps you

anywhere,

And even if you go away, the
Memories don’t tear.

Which helps you

Friendship is a helping hand,

everywhere,

Who gives you glee & happiness,
You get it everywhere.

Vaishnavi Attri
English Hons.




She 2Jill Tnake

Today is a celebration for women

all around the world,

Ladies who've dared to dream big,

ever since they were little girls,

For the diversity and talent that

tie within a feminine heart,

For the courage and determination

that presents us falling apart.

We can raise families and build business and
be proud of all we've achieved

Where once over, visions of that scale,
could never have been beleived

Ladies, stand up and be canted, smile

at how far we have come

And cherish every single day, as daughter,
wife, companies or mum

Don't let anybody tell you that

there are set paths for you to follow

As a little girl with a passion, is an

inspiring woman of tomorrow,

So celebrate all woman, and

acknowledge the great things they do,

And tell a lady close to your heart,

just how much she means to you.

She will make you smile even if she cries inside
She will help you deal with stress

Even if her thoughts are distressed

She will give you hope even if she is fighting through
She makes you happy and smile

Even if she is in pain and

She sacrifices just for you, So tell her a thank you
Make her feel special, all the way

Wishing a Happy Woman's Day !

Sayantany Mazumdar
Zoology Honours Il Semester

Proud as g Woman

They are all our pride,

Respect them ! Alright !

Don’t see them so low

Ocean of strife ! they’d and ready to row

She troubled her body and soul giving
him birth with pain,
Still he started today, he got no shame.

She is wise and wary of flames

but still she knows,

she will survive the blames

Life really scorches sometimes,

but she has always held up her head high

no matter the situation every time

She has been a phrenic before and every time,
she burns to ashes she knows exactly

how to rise again with strength so fine.

She is a woman she has everything,

but it’s that convinced her nothing.

She caressed with her soft hand, the moon
but still she’s the one who cooks food in the noon
She plays with the mighty jet to

destroy the enemy’s tent

but she is the one whom society blame.

There are woman administrator, doctors,
lawyers, scientists, executive,

but the society see them from different perspective
The history has known

“I am worth respect”, they’ve shown
Innumerable wars so tough, victory for

they don’t face, world knows them now as far.
No stand back, their stop victory not near
Society not what they count obstruction,

they win without fear.

Yes, they are the perfect creation of God,

Ten out of Ten

Be proud of them, for they are,

“Proud as a Woman.”

Pritisha Sharma
IT Semester Zoology Honours




Report of the Computer Sub-Committee
for the Session 2017-138

The Computer sub-Committee was formed in the final T.C. meeting held on 13th March, 2017 in the staff
room of the college. Mr. Susanta Das was selected as the convener of the Computer Sub-Committe. The
following members were selected by the member of the house :

Mr. Sandip Kumar Santra, Mr. Subhasis Das, Mr. Benoy Kishore Rai, Mr. Kamal Sarkar, Mrs. Sarawati
Mohora, Ms. KarmaY. Lhamu.

A meeting of the computer sub-committee was held in the chamber of the honurable Principal on the 27th
February 2018 at 1.30p.m. in the presence of the Principal, convener and all the concerned members of the
committee. The following resolutions were taken by the computer sub-committee.

RESOLUTION 1 : First of all the convener started the procedure of the meeting. The principal started
discussion about the proper function of the computer sub-committee. Due to lack of any kind of previous
record or resolution of the computer sub-committee, the house decided to define the proper function of the
computer sub-committee. The above said committee will (would) look after all the matters related to
computers, printers, any kind of digital devices, internet connection and all other digital setup in the college
campus. The committee will function as a reviewing and recommending authority and any kind of purchase
will be approved by the Governing Body and accomplished by the purchasing committee. The function of
the computer sub-committee was unanimously approved and confirmed by the principal and all the
members of the house.

RESOLUTION 2 : The house unanimously decided that all the members of the computer sub-committee
will review the present stock of the computers and other digital devices in the college campus on the basis of
the purchasing details of the office and survey which will be conducted by the committee. Details of working
and damaged computers and other digital devices will be prepared separately by the members of the
committee and a new stock register will be prepared on the basis of the collected data. A staff from the office
and all the heads of the departments or representatives from every department will co-operate the members
while collecting the stock data. Any kind of digital requirement in the departments or in any other place of
the college campus will be recorded by the members and it will be placed and discussed in the next meeting
ofthe computer sub-committee.

RESOLUTION 3 : There are many damaged computers in the college. The house decided to make
arrangements for repairing those damaged computers. The damaged peripherals and components will be
repaired if possible and the working parts like RAM, SMPS, MOTHER BOARD, cabinet etc will be
assembled to make a new computer or may be used in other computers according to the condition and
necessity.

RESOLUTION 4 : The house unanimously decided that the internet connection for the staff room and
office room will be provided. The internet connection will be shared from the library through hotspot
wireless connection or wired connection if the bandwidth of the connection is so good enough to carry the
load. Otherwise dongle or any other internet device will be bought by the purchasing committee according to
the requirement.

Susanta Das
Convenor
Computer Sub-Committe




RURAL MARKETING : CHALLENGES AND STRATEGIES

Sheetal Thatal, Assistant Professor
Department of Commerce, Kurseong College.

ABSTRACT:

Urban markets are saturated and are very competitive, surviving urban market with high profit is not
possible. Now, marketers are looking forward to tap and penetrate the rural market. There is increase in per
capita income due to increase in agricultural output, white revolution, etc. There is improvement in
infrastructure, connectivity and communication; this attracts the marketers to the rural area. Rural
marketing is a developing process. While going rural marketers have to face lots of challenges. This paper
shall deal in the challenges of availability, afford ability, acceptability and accessibility. Here we shall study
the market mix and try to suggest the strategies while going rural.

Key words : Rural marketing, challenges, market mix, strategies.

INTRODUCTION:

Gandhi famously said that India lives in its villages 70% of Indian population lives in villages, so it is
quite clear from the figure that rural India is of great potential to the marketers. Companies are trying hard to
tap and penetrate the rural market. The saturated urban market is also the reason for marketers going rural.
They have large untapped and untouched consumers in the rural area.

When we talk about rural market, proper infrastructure, illiterate consumers, poor consumers, etc
are the things that cross our mind. But this is just the myth. With the result of green revolution in agriculture
and white revolution in dairy products and government initiatives like rural employment, etc there has been
a sharp increase in disposal income. This gives rise to the demand for various goods and services and
ultimate leads to the growth of rural marketing. Due to government projects like Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana, SAARC Roadways, there is improvement in connectivity. The marketer can penetrate in the
rural market due to growth in transportation, communication and infrastructure. Companies are using
different strategies to be successful in rural marketing, few are successful and the others are unsuccessful.
So in this paper we shall deal about the rural marketing strategies which can be looked into. We shall also be
looking into few successful stories.

METHODOLOGY:

This study is descriptive in nature. The data used in this paper is secondary data collected from
various books, journals, articles and magazines.
Objectives:
1) Tostudy the rural marketing in India
i1) To study the challenges in rural marketing in India
iii) To study the strategies used in rural marketing in India
What is rural marketing?
Rural marketing is the process of developing, pricing, promoting, and distributing rural specific
goods and services leadingto desired exchange with rural customers to satisfy their needs and wants




and also achieve organizational objective. To understand rural marketing we should first understand
whatis rural area.
According to national portal the rural area is - ""the 'rural sector' means any place as per the latest
census which met the following criteria,

1) Apopulation ofless than 5000

i1) Density of population less than 400 per sq km and

111) More than 25 per cent of the male working population' is engaged in agricultural pursuit.
Thus the process of marketing in rural area is known as rural marketing. Rural marketing is a two way
marketing process. Here goods and services flow from both urban to rural and from rural to urban. On
the basis of transaction of flow of goods and services we can divide rural marketing;

I) Ruraltourban (R2U): the flow of goods and services takes place from rural to urban. Agricultural
product, handicrafts, khadhi cloths are the few examples.

i1) Urbantorural (U2R): alarge chunk of goods and services falls under this category. Urban manufacturer
supply goods and services to the rural consumer. Chemical fertilizers, durables goods, FMCG goods fall
under this category.

ii1) Rural to rural (R2R):here both producers and consumer resides in rural area. Locally produced goods are
sold. Milk, organic vegetables, locally made pickle are few examples of this category.
Thus rural marketing not just mean the process of satisfying rural wants but also urban wants through the
process of marketing.

Challenges of rural marketing :

It is believed that rural market is growing at the rate of five times its urban counterpart. Though rural
market attracts the marketers, there is lot of challenges the marketers has to face. Low rate of literacy pulls
back the marketers from doing their promotion in written form. Sometimes it is really hard to reach the rural
area through roadways. In many part of the countryside roadways get submerge in monsoon. Though our
railway connectivity is 2ndlargest in the world it fails to reach the interior of the country. Marketers face
many more challenges.

Rural markets are different from urban markets. Commonly marketers come across the problem of
availability, afford ability, acceptability and awareness. These are discussed below
a. Availability: The rural population is widely scattered, penetrating the rural market becomes really
difficult sometimes. Products become unavailable to the customer even when they are demanding.
Marketing should built such strategy which can help them to reach these customers on regular basis. LG
electronics have setup 45 area office and 59 rural/remote area office to reach these potential customers
b. Afford ability: The next challenge marketers have to face is the afford ability of the rural consumer. The
disposal income of villager are low, buying expensive and fancy product is not affordable. Marketers have
come up with small unit and low price product to met the needs of the villagers. Horlick comes in a pack of
Rs. 5 which affordable by the villagers.

c. Acceptability: The next challenge is acceptability of the product. Villagers are believed to buy those
products which have utility. Marketers should sell those products in villages which are acceptable by the
villagers. Coca cola provides low costice box to the rural area due to lack of electricity and refrigerator.

d. Awareness: The product is successful only when potential customers are aware of it. Awareness of the
product among the rural folks plays a vital role in the reaching the rural market. Hat bazaars, melas or madis
can be used to make large customers aware at once. TV and radios can be used to make villagers aware about
the product. The challenges of afford ability, accessibility, acceptability and awareness can be overcome by
marketing mix. The marketers should research the market first and understand the rural consumer. After this
he should assert the best marketing strategy to overcome these challenges. Further we will look into
marketing mix in details.




Rural marketing strategies :

A decade ago rural market was not the area of focus. With the growth of standard of living,
improvement in transportation and communication, growth literacy, etc all the market players are trying to
penetrate the rural market. Marketers also realized that the urban market was saturated and tapping urban
consumer with high profit was difficult. The urban market was highly competitive. They then realised the
need of going rural. Many innovations and strategies were adopted by them to tap the huge rural consumer.
Different companies focus in different aspects of marketing mix to capture the rural market. Some do their
promotion in local language so that they could reach the maximum consumer. Some focus on the packing of
the product while other adopted the method of direct interaction of suppliers and distribution. Marketing
mix are often used in formulation a rural marketing strategies. 4ps of marketing mix are product, price, place
and promotion. We will see how these ps are used in formulating rural marketing strategies.

1. Product strategy
The marketer should not treat the rural marketing as a dumping ground. It should launch or sell those

goods which satisfy the needs of rural consumer. Sometimes goods those are acceptable by the urban
customers may not be accepted by the consumer of the rural. Product design plays a vital role in tapping the
rural consumer. While forming a product strategy for rural markets following strategies can be adopted:

a. Small unit and low priced packing :

Many corporate have adopted this strategy and are successful. Companies came up with products
which are just meant for rural market, like chick shampoo came up with sachets of Rs.2, Parle g with tikki
pack of Rs.2, Amla hair oil by Marico, etc. This small unit and low price packing is a great success as rural
consumers don't buy the goods in bulk. Rural customers don't have enough cash reserve to spend in the bulk
so they prefer buying on a regular basis in small quantity to meet their present need. Almost every FMCG
comes in this type of packing these days.

b. Sturdy product:
Rural consumers prefer those goods which are heavier and durable. Sturdiness of the product attracts

the rural consumers as the handling of the product is comparatively rough. They presume that the heavier
goods have more longevity. Rural consumers associate bright colours like red, yellow, green etc with the
sturdiness of the product. Success of Royal Enfield and Tata ace in the rural India are an example.

¢. Branding name and logo :

Branding plays a very vital role in the rural market. As the large part of the rural India is illiterate,
brand name or brand logo help them to recognize their product. Rural markets are also prone to imitation of
the product. Local manufacturer imitate the product, they do similar packaging and printing, some they even
adopt the similar logo. It becomes difficult to differentiate. Adibas instead of adidas, fans instead of vans,
friends and lovely instead of fair and lovely are few example of imitate product. Brand name or logo protects
them from imitation. Brand logo and name should be carefully chosen to avoid imitation.

Rural customers are considerably brand conscious. It is easier for them to recognise the product
through brand logo. Everyday battery came with the logo of cat so they used to refer that as a 'billi chap'
battery. Product to be sold in the rural market should have a name or a logo that can be easily remember by
the customers out there.




d. Utility oriented products :

Rural consumers prefer those items which have utility. They do not spend their money lavishly since
most of the villagers are daily wage earner. They are ready to pay slightly higher prices if it adds more utility
to it. There is higher demand for utility products. Sonata from titan is the example which is very popular in
rural area, as it adds value to them.

2. Price strategy :
Price plays a very crucial role in success or failure of product in rural India. The rural consumers are

price sensitive. The price of the product should be fixed keeping the income of rural India in mind, the utility
and sturdiness of these products shouldn't be compromised. They can pay slightly higher price if the product
add more utility to them. Giving discount, free samples may attract them. Some strategies are discussed
below

a. Low costproducts :
The price of the product can be kept minimal by packing it in a small unit. It will also add convenient to the

retailers for displaying the product. Consumer can buy the product whenever they like. Everyone can easily
afford it. Vicks in the pack of Rs.5, Navratna oil in the pack of Rs. 1 are examples.

b. Simple packaging :

Marketers should adopt the simple packing of the product. Sophistication of the product will neither
add utility nor sturdiness to the product but it will add cost to it. To cut the cost product should be kept as
much as simple possible. Dairy milk Cadbury removing its golden foil to wrap the chocolate has cut its cost.

¢. Reusable packaging:

Product should be packed in such a way that the packaging can be reused and refill. Refill packs
attract the rural consumers as the price of the refill is less than the product in the bottle or jar. Products like
hand wash, health drink comes in the refill pack.

d. Value engineering :

This is the process of creating a substitute for a product by replacing costly raw material with the
cheaper ones. Since rural consumers can not afford a very expensive goods so here value engineering of a
product can be done to meet their demand. Videocon creating a LED TV to replace Samsung LED TV is an
example.

3. Place (distribution) strategy :
Place strategy basically means the distribution strategy through which we can reach the targeted
consumer.

a. Utilisation of public distribution system :

The public distribution system is system of distribution of essential commodities like grains, sugar,
oil, etc to the poor section of the society. It facilitates the supply of commodities with a network of more than
4 lakhs fair price shop claiming to distribute annually (department of food and public distribution). This
platform can be used by the marketers to distribute their product since it reaches the maximum population.
Using this distribution channel will also cut the distribution cost since they already have a distribution setup.
Fortune group uses public distribution system in Rajasthan to conquer the customers.




b. Hats and Melas :

Hats are periodic (weekly) markets, offering very useful mechanism of reaching the interior rural

market. This is the rural marketing hub, people from different villages come to the hats. This can reach the
maximum potential consumers in less cost. This can be to be used by the marketers as the point of
distribution.
Melas are organised once or twice a year and are normally timed with religious festivals. This attracts large
number of people. According to Indian market research bureau, around 8000 such melas are held in rural
India every year. People come here to buy many durable products. Melas trap large number of customers.
Companies can used this cheaper way of distribution. Kumbha mela at Hardwar in Uttar Pradesh , Puskar
mela at Puskar Rajasthan, Makarvillaku mela in Malappara in Kerela are few examples of famous melas.

¢. Using own distribution van :
Companies can used their vans to reach the rural consumers. Using of vans for distribution enables

the companies to reach the extreme end of the villages. This facilities direct interaction with the customers.
Companies' posters with its name and products can be stick in the van, this will help in promoting the
product.

d. Satellite distribution system (SADIS):

In this system of distribution, a particular stockist is appointed in an important town. Companies
may supply them the goods in credit of fifteen to thirty days or even in cash. Rural retailers and merchant
from different villages depend on this stockist for the goods. Literally the rural marketers hover around this
stockist therefore they are called the satellite distributors. This stockist is responsible for placing the order,
storing the products, supplying the products to the retailer. With increase in sale volume the good retailer can
be made the stockist. This decreases the area of old stockist but its sales volume are checked and does not
decrease. Thus help in penetration to the remote part of the area.

4. Promotion strategy :

Companies should be careful in choosing the promotion strategies in rural India. They should adopt easy
way of communication, local language should be used. Mass media like television, newspaper, radio, etc
can be used to tap the large population of the rural India. Only 16% of rural population has access to
vernacular language so choosing these newspapers are not justifiable. They can use audio mode of
promotion as radio is very popular source of entertainment and information. Word of mouth places a crucial
role in promoting products, outside environment influence the rural consumers. With increase in use of
social media, marketers can use this platform. Few strategies which can be adopted while going rural are as
follows:

a. Television: according to Broadcast India, a survey by Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC),
there is significant growth in both television ownership as well as TV viewers in last two years. The total
number of TV ownership according to survey grew from 99 million in 2016 to 109 million in 2018, 10%
increased. Ownership of TV in rural India is growing and will grow further in the future. This can be used as
a very suitable mode of promotion in reaching the large consumers at a time. Promotion can be made in local
language in regional channels to trap the maximum viewers. Regional channels like star jalsa, zee bangla,
star anand can be used to promote the product.

b. Radio: radio is believed to be the most effective way to educate rural population. Villagers depend upon
the radio as the source of information and entertainment. Radio is popular in rural india due to various
reasons. Itis one time investment and is relatively cheap. Electricity supply is not good in the villagers,




radio works in a battery thus doesn't need a electricity connection. Radio can be used for the promotion of the
products. It is the best way to penetrate the .market. even governments are using radio for promoting their
schemes.

c. Melas and hats : Melas and hats can be the best place to promote the product in rural area. A large chunk
of rural marketing resolves around this as the means of exchange of goods and services. Demonstration can
be done in this places to attract the large potential customers at a time. Free samples can also be distributed in
this places. Lifebuoy has cleverly used 'maha kumbh mela 2013 to promote its product. It used 'roti' as the
medium of communication. They distributed around 2.5 million rotis stamped with message did you wash
your hand with lifebuoy in hindi, "lifebuoy se hath dhoya kya?". It was able to reach over 5 million visitors of
the mela over 30 days.

d. Hoarding/Wall painting : As the rural India has low literacy rate, hoarding or wall painting can be an
effective way of communication. It uses minimum writings, pictures or symbols are used for catching the
attraction. This mode of promotion is economical too. Small amount is to be paid in case of hoardings as a
rent whereas in case of wall painting no rent has to be paid. Hoardings and wall paintings stay for a quit long
time depending upon the weather.

Conclusion:

Rural population is rising; this will ultimately increase the demand. There is sharp increase in the
road connectivity, in 50 years more than 40% villages have been connected by road in next 10 years more
30% will be connected. This allows the marketers to penetrate the remote areas. With many initiatives of
government like angwadi, ASHA, etc rural women are getting employment; this has subsequently risen the
standard of living of the family as a whole. Change in the land tenure system also lead to change in structural
change in ownership of the land. There is agricultural prosperity too. All this gives rise to per capita disposal
income; hence rise in demand and prosperity for companies to go rural. To be successful in rural marketing
marketers must incorporate the market mix. Different strategies should be adopted keeping the targeted
segment in mind. Many companies are successful in their strategies. Hindustan lever's project shakti is a
great hit. It motivates villagers to take part in their distribution channel. It uses self help group (SHG)
networks to distribute its product. The group of 15 - 20 people buy the items of HLL such as soap, detergent,
toothpaste, etc and sell it directly to the consumers. This adds income to the villagers and company too gets
benefited as this is economical way of distribution and penetration is also high. So marketers should first
understand the rural consumers. They should not treat rural market similar to urban market. They should
formulated strategies which will be suitable for the rural market. Using same strategies for both the market
may not work.
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INTRODUCTION :

It was Joseph Nye who coined the term "Soft Power" in contrast to "Hard Power" strategies which is
based mostly on military capabilities. According to Nye, soft power is the ability to make others want what
one wants through the power of attraction and not coercion. This new concept of power therefore relies on
sources like culture, values and foreign policy. What is therefore interesting is the kind of soft power that
Russia will be employing or has employed in the past, as soft power of Joseph Nye is regarded as a "western
construct" and cannot explain everything. Nye believes that soft power does not belong to the government
or the state in the same degree that hard power does, despite the fact that government policies at home and
abroad are important source of soft power (Nye 2004: 29-33).

Scholars like Yelena Osipova raise an interesting point about different nations sharing different
world view, yet wanting to share the benefits that "soft power" offers in the present world, Russia being one
of these countries. The author believes that Russia too follows a different perspective; hence its way of
dealing with soft power also may not be the same as any other Western country for that matter. On the other
hand, Giulio M. Gallaroti tries to understand the complexities of soft power and also tries to situate it in
international relations. The prime argument of his article according to our understanding is that soft power is
basically a product of "globalisation" which has lead to a flow of information with each nation trying to
imitate the other but through cooperation. There is economic cooperation of free trade and capitalist

markets, thus, projecting it more as a "cosmopolitan power".
Soft power is often claimed to be just a reflection of hard power and that the former works only if the

latter is strong. Critics also mention about the difficulty in measuring soft power as they discuss that power
itself is very difficult to measure and soft power being an intangible concept is impossible to quantify and
that its application is rather limited (Liaropoulos 2013). Nevertheless there is a change in the functioning of
relationship between various countries, especially with regard to power relations through highlighting the
role of soft power. For a country like Russia, which has not embraced proper democratic practices such as
freedom of speech, expression, transparency of governance and others; it is important to turn to culture and
foreign policy as the main sources of its soft power formation. It should however bear in mind that political
values also form one of the main sources of attraction and should not be neglected.

During the Soviet period, Russia had immense soft power capabilities. However with its
disintegration came the decline of its soft power, as its 'ideology' crumbled to the core. It is true that
"socialistideology" of the Soviet Union was its greatest source of soft power but it collapsed. The collapse of
this ideology along with the Soviet Union led to disastrous implications for Russia. Russia faced the most
troubled times, as it was a new born child without a mother to guide it. Therefore, Vladimir Putin in his
second term brought with him a substantial change in the way Russia had been functioning and has equally
focussed his attention on a need to re-build its soft power capabilities. Soft Power has been included
officially in its concept of foreign policy and it states, "soft power", as a comprehensive toolkit for achieving
foreign policy objectives building on civil society potential, information, cultural and other methods and
technologies alternative to traditional diplomacy (Concept of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation
2013).




Putin has undertaken the task of opening up many new institutions, agencies and foundations which are
responsible for spreading Russia's culture and language. For instance, Rossotrudnichestvo is an agency set
up by presidential decree under the former President Dmitry Medvedev, on 6 December 2008. Earlier it was
largely responsible for international cultural cooperation, promoting Russian language and maintaining a
network of Russian Houses of Science and Culture. However in 2013, Rossotrudnichestvo was transformed
into Russia's national agency for international development. With its expanded powers, it is expected to shift
Russia's approach to international development from a more passive approach to an active one (Sherr
2013:62-63).

Russian literature, artists, music, theatre, philosophy, ballet, painting, folklore and architecture are
globally renowned from the Soviet days and even in present day Russia they form an important source of soft
power. Russia is also willing to make religion a major factor abroad (Sherr 2013). The Ruskiyy Mir (Russian
World) Foundation, headed by Vyacheslav Nikonov, was set up through a Presidential decree of Putin in
2007. This organisation is mostly used for the promotion of Russian language and culture. Along with it
there are numerous institutions that carry out similar kind of roles and they help each other in their work. One
such institution is the Institute for Democracy and Cooperation, which also works as an NGO and was also
established in the year 2007 ((Liik 2013).

Another important factor in Russia's foreign policy has been Education, which has been
strengthened by Putin. According to the Minister of Education and Science, the number of international
students at Russian Universities in 2012-2013 nearly exceeded 250,000 and almost 40,000 have been
receiving funding from the state budget. Most of the international students who enrol in Russian universities
are from the former Soviet regions and China. Among the developed countries, it is the United States that has
maximum representation in Russian universities. However the number has not exceeded to more than
approximately 2000. This is followed by Germany, France and Japan with 1300, 850 and 700 students
approximately (Dolinsky 2013: 12-15).

Apart from the CIS regions, students from India, Mongolia, Vietnam, Malaysia and Myanmar also
come to Russia in good numbers. The increase in the number of reservations for the students from the foreign
nationals has been due to the rise in need for 'training specialists for foreign countries in Russia'. Resolution
number 891 drafted by the government has furthered the cause of cultural cooperation and also to implement
the State Migration Policy Concept until 2025 (Ministry of Education and Science, Russian Government
2013). Russian language has been used by Putin to foster strong influence over other countries, especially
the former Soviet regions.

INDIA-RUSSIA FRIENDSHIP:

The relationship shared by Russia and India is a time tested one. The nurturing of the friendship they
share is blissful from the Soviet period till present. One of the first visitors to India was Afanasiy Nikitin, a
merchant from Russia. His journey has been documented in the book, 'A Journey Beyond the Three Seas'.
The book is an example of the historical connections shared by India and Russia. Sanskrit also stands as an
example of the linkage between the two countries. Similarities between Sanskrit and Russian only prove that
there could be a possibility of influence on Russian language as a result of ancient Indians taking their
languages and culture to Russia (Simha 2015).

The Soviet Union had a great influence on India which can be seen in the writings of D.Selveraj, of
Tamil Nadu. His novel 'Thol' (Hide) speaks about the travails and struggles of the Dalit Tannery workers of
Dindigul in Tamil Nadu. Almost all his works highlight the plight of the toiling masses and their constant
struggle to change the social order. He derives his inspiration from the Russian author Maxim Gorky.
(Frontline 2013). Another example of the soft power of Soviet Union through its socialist realist writings in
India is witnessed in the work of the very renowned writer Gopalakrishnan. He spent twenty five years in
Moscow, where he translated Russian writings, communist classics and propaganda. (Lal 2011).




Any discussion on socialist realist literature would be incomplete without the mentioning of the
great works of Maxim Gorky. This is true even in the case of India where his writings have been explicitly
appreciated and adored. Almost all his works have instilled a sense of fervour in the minds of the readers.
Maxim Gorky's 'Mother' (1906) is a world famous work, which in India, is seen to have received an
additional magnitude and has been translated into various Indian languages like Hindi, Punjabi, Marathi,
Gujarati, Oriya, Bengali, Assamese, Tamil, Urdu and the like. Apart from 'Mother' other books of Gorky that
were translated into Indian languages were, 'Foma Gordeyev', 'Three of Them', 'Artamonovs', 'Lower
Depths', 'Miserable or Luckless Pavel', 'Childhood', 'Apprenticeship’, 'Enemies' and 'V.I Lenin', to name a
few (Sahitya Akademi 1968: 68-73).

The Indo-Russia ties started with the dependence of India on Russia for weapons, technology and
industrial investment and especially during India's war with Pakistan. Although gradually India's economy
started to improve and eventually surpassed that of Russia, cooperation between them has continued
smoothly. The relationship between them has matured and they have stood for each other whenever the
situation has demanded. For instance Prime Minister Narendra Modi in December 2014, during Russian
President Vladimir Putin's visit to India stated: "Even a child in India, if asked to say who India's best friend
is, will reply it is Russia because Russia has been with India in times of crisis" (Simha 2015).

Russia and India continue to further their diplomatic ties in various fields. Russia's
Rossotrudnichestvo Representative Office was established in 1965 and has five Russian Centres of Science
and Culture in Indian states of New Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai and Trivandrum. The year 2017 will
mark the 70th anniversary of Russia India diplomatic relations. To bring about the significance of this
anniversary of their relationship the two countries will be engaged in different events in the sphere of
culture, science, economy, sports and terrorism, covering a total of thirty five different sets of events. During
the eight BRICS summit held in Goa, India from 15 to 16 October 2016, President Putin and Prime Minister
Modi emphasised on suitable ways to celebrate this anniversary. The events will range from the launching of
radio programme 'Russia Today' on Gold FM All India Radio to photo competitions to promote Russia and
India as tourist destinations, to short term visits of young representatives belonging to the political, social,
scientific and business fields dubbed as the "New Generation" from April to October 2017 (Chaudhury
2016).

: By far Russia's cultural ties with India have been very strong and deep. Despite the ups and downs on
their relationship the two countries continue to remain on much cordial terms. However Russia's scope of
soft power in India is limited to that of its cultural relationship. Its soft power is not very discernible as
compared to the influence of other Western countries in India. The hegemony of the West or even China for
that matter through consumer/commercial and entertainment market is very substantial. Russia is unable to
reach to that level although its contribution in the defence sector is high. Although the two countries have
great dependence in defence and other sectors, the power of attraction is sometimes seen to lose its way.
Russia needs to highlight more on the consumer industry as well on public diplomacy and therefore more
emphasis should be made to reach the masses rather than focussing on just mere governmental relationship.
Alittle effort from both the sides can enhance the soft power of both the countries.

RUSSIA'S SOFT POWER IN THE FORMER SOVIET SPACE :
Even after the break-up of the Soviet Union, the bonds of the past is still visible as far as Russia's relations

with these regions is concerned. The relationship that they share with Russia is not just cultural but also
economic and political as Russia still has immense hold in these regions. This hold of Russia can be seen
from different angles, with the West seeing the act of Russia as a big brother who sometimes acts as a bully
and hence has to be criticised. This can also be understood by the fact that the West is much interested in
these regions due to the vast expanse of natural resources available in there as well as to counter Russia's
moves and interest in these regions.




Whenever Russia's control has exceeded in this region, it has only had a negative impact on its soft power.
This is so because the CIS is no longer under Russia even though they share common past, culture, religion
and language in some cases. Therefore their relationship should not be of control from just one side as soft
power is not limited to the capacity to influence or to manipulate public opinion; it also includes a proper idea
of partnership with mutual benefits in the near and long term. Russia's need to enhance its soft power
capabilities in these regions rose due to the immediate concern with regard to the Colour Revolutions in
Georgia (2003) and Ukraine (2004). Russia realized that the West countered the Russian influence in the post
Soviet area with the help of their well developed soft power channels such as international NGOs and media
outlets. Hence, to increase their influence in these regions, Russia started undertaking various means taken
by the West to counteract the activities of the West. For instance, Russia's state controlled Television news
programs were broadcasted across most of the CIS territory to increase their influence on public opinion

especially after the Colour Revolutions (Cwiek-Karpowicz2012: 6).
Television continues to be a strong factor of Russian cultural influence in these regions. It is

considered to be one of the most popular media outlets in Moldova. Prime TV which is the rebroadcast of
'Russian Channel One' remains the most popular source of information in Moldova along with heavy
popularity of Russian films and serials. Hollywood is also very much popular but they are broadcasted with
Russian subtitles. This also shows the influence that the language policy of Russia has on these regions. Even
in the case of Ukraine, Russia's popular culture industry appears to be an important source of soft power.
Television channels like RTV, NTV, and First Channel act as important source of promoting Russia's soft
power (Lytvynenko 2013). Russian radio enjoys more popularity than Russian Television in Estonia, with
over four Russian music radio channels and two very popular Russian language channels: Radio 4 and
Russkoye Radio (Conley et al 2011: 16). The Soviet era movies are considered to be extremely popular in
Russia and it is believed that the same is in the case in the post-Soviet countries. The inter-state program for
innovation cooperation in the CIS countries is regarded by Russia as its top priority The influence of Russian
popular culture is stronger in the case of Armenia (Liik 2013: 59-62).

In Armenia, the language presence and knowledge is perceived much more positively despite the fact
that sometimes it is made mandatory in schools (Liik 2013: 59). For the older generations throughout the
CIS, Russian remains the main lingua franca, functioning in a similar fashion to English in large parts of the
world (Lytvynenko 2013). However in the case of Latvia and Estonia, since the 1990s, a decline in Russian
language among the non-Russian population is seen (Grigas 2012: 13). The Russian social networking site
'Odnoklassniki' is considered to more popular than 'Facebook'(Liik 2013:55). The House of Moscow in
Latvia, a cultural centre funded by the Moscow city government has been a key player in promoting Russia's

culture from its opening in 2004 (Grigas 2012: 15).

To improve political and social relations with neighbouring countries, the Kremlin tries to use the

positive image of the Orthodox Church in the post-Soviet areas to its advantage. The Russian Church also
played the important role of an arbiter and also offered in practical terms, financial support for the Abkhazian
and Ossetian parishes (Cweik-Karpowicz2012: 7). In Armenia, 98 percent of the population are considered
to be members of the Armenian Apostolic Church but in Moldova it is estimated that 75 percent of its
population belong to the Moldovan Orthodox Church which comes directly under the Russian Orthodox
Church (Liik 2013: 60).
Although Russia was deeply hit by the global financial crisis of 2008-2009, it affected the post-Soviet
countries in a more severe manner. This resulted in Moscow implementing a series of anti-crisis measures
that stabilized the labour market as well as the finances of many state-run companies (Cweik-Karpowicz
2012: 8). With the help of business and political elites, Russia has tried to enhance its soft power. In the Baltic
business world, many of the elites are former members of the Soviet nomenclature who loyalty is to the




Kremlin out of economic interest. The businessmen are of Russian origin as well as from Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania (Grigas 2012: 7). Vladimir Putin is regarded as the most trusted politician by the people of
Moldova and in Armenia too he enjoys a positive image due to the fact that he managed these regions well
during the hard times (Liik 2013: 79).

The only way for Russia to become a real soft power in the post-Soviet area is to introduce serious internal
reforms which will focus on the liberalization of its economy and the democratization of'its political system.
The most influential products of Russian soft power tend to use the rhetoric of fraternity in reference to the
common victory in World War II and nostalgia for the lost Soviet empire (Cweik-Karpowicz 2012: 6).

RUSSIAAND THE WEST :
The Cold War period was one of major distrust and detestation between Russia (Soviet Union) and

United States of America, when they strongly competed. With regard to the image of Russia in the West and
especially in the Unites States, it can be said that it is quite negative. The Russians from an early period have
complained about the hostility and indifference of the West to Russia and its culture. They claim that the
West lacks an understanding of their culture and have often viewed Russia from afar. They have not tried to
comprehend Russian culture in depth like they do with their own. Instead they have often stereotyped and
judged Russian artists, writers and composers expecting the Russians to be 'Russians', that is to say their art
are easily notable 'by the use of folk theme, by onion domes, the sound of bells and full of Russian sole'
(Figes 2002: xxxi). Russia's culture however is more diverse and rich and is not limited to the stereotypical

image of Russia constructed by the West.

Imperialism, Expansion and revanchism are commonly used terms by the West to construct a
negative image of Russia (Taras 2013: 1). Valentina Feklyunina also talks about 'Russophobia' to explain
Russia's identity in international relations and how this topic has become significantly more pressing in the
second term of Vladimir Putin's presidency. The murder in Moscow of a prominent critic of the Kremlin,
journalist Anna Politskaya added to the negative image of Russia in the West and led to more criticism by the
West on Russia (Feklyunina 2013: 615). Russia regards NATO as a Cold War construct and its 2010 military
doctrine defines NATO's policies as the main 'external military danger' facing the Russian Federation (Sherr
2013:63).

According to some, the image of Russia in the West is also determined by Russia's own self-
perception, which is a vision of Russia as a great power. This aspiration to see Russia as a great power can
explain at least to some extent why Putin's foreign policy became popular with the majority of Russians.
Unlike during Yeltsin's time, Russia under Putin has been projected as a strong country, as an independent
centre of power in a multi-polar world (Feklyunina 2008: 619). Russia's soft power projections in the former
Soviet regions have been criticized by the West as a propaganda tool against the Western countries' efforts to
promote democracy and human rights and not termed as a reliable offer of cooperation with target countries
(Cwiek-Karpowicz2012:5).

The Western media especially that of the United States acts as a hindrance in Russia's road to soft
power. This can be traced right from the period after the disintegration of USSR whereby the Western media
projected the period to be a legitimate period where all acts of Boris Yeltsin were justified in the name of
transition from 'Communism to Democracy'. However on the other hand they portray the present period
under Putin as being illegitimate politics, either at home or abroad. The media has thus acted as a barrier in
Russia's improvement of soft power image abroad because the United States hegemony is successful in
projecting a negative image of Russia, which is taken at face value by some countries. Even during the Sochi

Winter Olympics the Western media has been highly pessimistic about its results or anything related to it.
President Putin in his 2012 article, 'Russia and the Changing world', published in the Moscow Times.




mentions about how, 'nobody should possess complete control over the sphere of human rights...no country
has a perfect record on human rights and basic freedom'. Furthermore, he also mentions about how Western
states especially the United States has politicized and dominated the human rights agenda using it as a means
to exert pressure (Putin 2012). Therefore one can deduce the Russian leadership as trying to create an
alternative discourse on human rights; thus forming an alternative image of Russia.

Despite the tussle between Russia and the West and the effect that it has had on the image of Russia
and its soft power, it should be noted that for many in the West, Russian culture appears to be highly
attractive. This attraction to these people is seen through organisations such as Pushkin House in London,
created in the year 1954 by a group of Russians. It was opened for facilitating and understanding of Russian
culture by various nationalities and hence is open to all who have any kind of interest in its culture. Since
then it has been working to promote Russian culture and indulge in activities that include art, poetry,
literature, theatre, philosophy and politics. It also involves lectures, talks, shows and thus facilitates in the
exchange of idea. It has now been functioning as a politically independent and registered charity that is
owned and run by Pushkin House Trust. Through various sharing of ideas it becomes a channel of cultural

exchange and a link between Russia and United Kingdom (Pushkinhouse.org).

The celebration of the Russian festival 'Maslenitsa', a celebration of the end of winter and the
beginning of spring, in United Kingdom also helps in spreading Russian culture and make people more
aware of the Russian way of life. Apart from acting as a family event and entertaining people through good
music, food, crafts and celebrations (maslenitsa.co.uk), it can further enhance Russia's soft power by
making culture more attractive to people. While the relation between Russia and the West is filled with
conflicts, competition and misunderstandings, Russian culture would help in easing the tensions between
them. This can be a positive step towards debunking the stereotypes that Russia has been associated with in
the West as well in the world.

Russia's relationship with the West reached its lowest ebb with the Ukrainian crisis and the war in

Syria. However with Donald Trump being elected as the President of United States, changes might come in
the relationship between Russia and the US. Although the differences will remain with regard to many
issues, the business mindset of Trump might not be in a mood to offend Russia. Donald Trump's soft corner
towards Russia has been a topic of discussion among the opponents of Trump. The Financial Times even
came up with an article highlighting Trump's connections with Russia spanning a period of almost thirty
years. From the discussion of "Trump Tower' in 1986 by the then Soviet Ambassador and Trump to the
promotion of 24k Super Premium Vodka' by Trump at the Millionaire Fair in Moscow in 2007; and an
instance where President Putin called Trump a 'talented' person which Trump thought to be 'a great honour',
the article highlights Trump's interest in Russia (Stott and Belton 2016).
Russia has also been accused of hacking political sites and email accounts during the US election campaign.
Whether it is work of the Western media that portrays Trump's connections with Russia or it is truly a fact
will only be understood in the future. However Vladimir Putin recently declared his views on its ties with the
US stating it would cooperate with the US in the fight against international terrorism but it would not tolerate
US intervention in Russia's interest (Aljazeera 2016). What remains interesting is to understand Russia's
image in the Western world after Trump got elected. If Russia's ties with the United States improve, will it
contribute to Russia's soft power in United States? Or will the not so good' image of Donald Trump and the
criticisms from the opponents prove detrimental to Russia's soft power image. Nevertheless it will definitely
be an interesting phase in the U.S Russia relations.

LIMITATIONS IN RUSSIA'S PROJECTION OF SOFT POWER :
After the Soviet Union collapsed, a number of former Soviet States, mostly the Baltic regions
articulated their interest towards the West and also showed interest in cooperating with some of the Western




organisations like NATO and European Union. The Russian Federation perceived this shift towards the West
as a threat to its geopolitical power (Roslycky 2011:302). Russia's effort has been to attract these regions. It
is obvious that Russia's high-handedness is seen in most of the cases when dealing with these regions which

sometimes costs Russia dearly.

The Crimean crisis involving the control over the Crimean peninsula after February 2014 has gone in
favour of the Russians. However the West and the United Nations has not recognized the inclusion of Crimea
into Russia. The West has used it against Russia's soft power by portraying it as an aggressor. As Russia's
interest in the area of Soft power is in its initial phases, it has to be very careful with the image that it is trying
to build abroad. While the West might be adamant to use the word "annexation" with regard to Russia's
inclusion of Crimea into the Russian Federation, the Russians only believe it to be the will of the majority
who voted to be with Russia in the referendum. The initial protestors in Ukraine were mostly from the
Western part of the country but the Eastern and Southern parts are closer to Russia and have strong bonds
with it because of their deep roots in Russia that dates back not just to the Soviet period but to the time of
Peter the Great.

In Chechnya, the Kremlin's policies remain heavily tilted towards building political and military
control over the area, rather than developing its soft power capital (Tsygankov 2006: 1080). The Russo-
Georgian War tightened Russian policies toward its closest neighbours. The Kremlin decided to widen its
influence in the CIS area by mobilizing loyal constituencies living there despite the negative consequences
that would result from such a policy (Cwiek-Karpowicz2012: 7).

Russia has not spent much on the funding of various organisations that help in promoting its image
abroad, which shows that the government has not viewed it as one of the top priorities of Russia's foreign
policy. Surveys conducted on the non-governmental sectors of Russia in the year 2007 show that almost one
fifth of the NGOs in Russia is international and the same survey also reveals that the funding provided to
these NGOs has amounted only to six percent to thirteen percent of their budgets. However, the suggestion
made by Putin in the year 2012 to increase the funding of NGOs from the state budget to an amount of three
billion roubles, can be seen as a positive effort undertaken by him towards achieving Russia's soft power
(Conleyetal 2011).

Another major problem is Russia's fear of the West, when they tend to view everything that involves
the West as Western attempt to undermine Russian interests. It is true that the West have been an intruder in
the matters of Russia but such fears only prevents Russia from exploring the opportunities available. The
stereotypes that have tagged in the Russian image across the globe also acts as a hindrance in Russia attempt

to projectitselfas an attractive country (Koshkin and Smertina 2014).

However the Sochi Olympics was an important event in Russia. The Olympics denotes Russia's augmented
part in international affairs. Sochi 2014 represents the changing relations between Russia and the world over
the last decade. Nonetheless, the Olympics is concurrently a cue that Moscow will need fresh approaches,
new resources, and technologies, to grow as a global power (Makhmutov and Timofeev 2014). The Sochi
Olympics thus acted as a "Litmus test" to prove its importance and to fight against all odds through attraction
and not coercion. With Russia's negative image due to the hostility of the West, its firm position on the Syrian
issue, the Ukraine crisis, restrictions on LGBT rights within Russia, the Russo-Georgian war and the Pussy
riots controversy, it indeed was an opportunity for Russia to boost its soft power (ibid).

It would not be correct to say that liberal democracy of the West is the only solution for Russia to
achieve the much needed change. It could however achieve success through other alternatives such as
cooperation with other BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) members, it could come up
with a 'new world order' that would respect democratic rights and market economy but also bring about
sustainable development which is the need of the hour (Kreutz2013).




CONCLUSION:
Russia has often been seen as a country that relies mostly on its hard power tactics. It has also been seen as a
country where democratic values are very low with lack of proper freedom of speech or expression. Russia
has also been stereotyped as being involved mostly in espionage and nefarious activities as often portrayed
through Hollywood movies and the Western press. This also proves the fact that while the negative image
attached to Russia might be because of'its own hard power pursuits but a lot is dependent on the way the West
has portrayed it. The Western supremacy has always kept Russia at a disadvantage with regard to its global
ambitions. While it may be true that the West have acted as a hindrance in the making of a positive image,
Russia can do a lot on itself'to fight against such negative portrayals or stereotypes by projecting to the world
its reliance on soft power.

What Russia needs is to win the support and trust of its own people. It can have a positive image in the
world by placing equal importance to all the diverse ethnic groups in Russia. For this to achieve, Russia apart
from being a strong country needs to follow a proper political value system that would give rights and

freedom to the people and to safeguard their interest and simultaneously uphold the values of a Russian state.
There is also a need for increasing the parameters of soft power. By viewing a country's soft power through

the lens of just Western principles will not be fair on part of the other countries that might have rich sources
of soft power which does not fall under the current definition of soft power. The present world needs the use
of both soft and hard powers, although by focussing more on soft power, peace and cooperation can be
maintained. Earlier wars among various countries and regions seemed to be inevitable but the present world
shows through various examples that a country can achieve more through its power to 'attract rather than
coerce'.

REFERENCES :

(*)indicates primary sources
Aljazeera, (2016), "Vladimir Putin reaches out to Donald Trump", [Online: web] Accessed 5 December 2016, URL:
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/12/vladimir-putin-reaches-donald-trump-161201142408609.html
Conleyetal, (2011), "Russia's soft power in the 21st century: An Examination of Russian Compatriot Policy in Estonia", Centre for Strategicand |
nternational Studies (CSIS).
Cwiek-Karpowicz, Jaroslaw. (2012), "Limits To Russian Soft Power in the Post-SovietArea", DGAPanalyse, 8: 1-11.
Chaudhury, N.R. (2016), "India, Russia plaan events for 70th anniversary of ties", [Online: web] Accessed 1 November 2016,
URL: http://in.rbth.com/economics/cooperation/2016/10/18/india-russia-plan-major-events-for-70th-anniversary-of-ties_639823
Dolinsky,A. (2013), "Russian Soft Power 2.0", Russia Direct.
Figes, Orlando. (2003), Natasha's Dance, United Kingdom: Penguin Books.
Feklyunina, Valentina. (2008), "Battle for perceptions: Projecting Russia in the West", Europe- Asia Studies, 60 (4): 605-629.
Feklyununa, Valentina. (2013), "Constructing Russophobia", in Ray Taras (ed) Russia's Identity in International Relations: Images, Perceptions,
misperceptions, United States and Canada: Routledge.
Frontline. (2013), "Socialist Realism s still relevant-Interview with D. Selvaraj", [Online: web]Accessed 7 June. 2013 URL:
http://www.hindu.com/fline/fl3001/stories/20130125300109300.htm
Grigas, A. (2012), "Legacies, Coercion and Soft Power: Russian influence in the Baltic States", [Online: web]Accessed 19 November 2016, URL:
https://lwww.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/public/Research/Russia%20and%20Eurasia/0812bp_grigas.pdf
Gallarotti, G.M. (2011), "Soft Power: Whatitis, Why it's Inportant, and the Condition Under Which It Can be Effectively Used", Division Il Faculty
Publications, 57: 1-52.
Kreutz, Andrej. (2013), "Russia's Soft Power: Does Moscow have any Chance to Achieve it?" [Online:web] Accessed 5 December 2013, URL: http://gpf-
europe.com/forum/?blog=external_relations&id=141
Koshkin and Smertina. (2014), "Russia’s Soft Power Should NotAdd up to Propaganda”, [Online: web] Accessed 15 June 2014, URL:
http://www.russia-direct.org/content/russias-soft-power-shouldnt-add-propaganda
Lal, Amrith. (2011), "The Soft Power of the Soviet Union", [Online: web]Accessed 6 December. 2013 URL:
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2011-03-10/news/28675614_1_translations-malayalam-russians
Liik, Kristina (2013), Russia's Soft Power: The Case of Moldova and Armenia, MA Thesis, Estonia: University of Tartu.
Lytvynenko, Oleksandr. "Russia, the West and the Rest: Foreign Soft Power in Ukraine”, [Online: web] Accessed 17 December. 2013, URL:
http://www.google.co.in/search?rlz=1C1 enIN568IN568&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-
8&g=Russia, tthe+West+and+the+Rest:+Foreign+Soft+Power+in+Ukraine
Liaropoulos Andrew. (2013), "Being Hard on Soft Power", [Online: web]Accessed 10 November. 2013, URL: http://www.rieas.gr/research-areas/global-i
issues/transatlantic-studies/1519-being-hard-on-soft-power-.html




Maslenitsa. (2014), "Five Reasons to Visit Russian Maslenitsa in London", [Online: web]Accessed 13 June 2014, URL.: http://maslenitsa.co.uk/

*MES (2013), Ministry of Education and Science, "On the education quota for foreign nationals and stateless persons in the Russian Federation", [Online
web]Accessed on 15 October 2013, URL: http://government.ru/en/docs/7126

Nye, Joseph. (2004), Soft Power The Means To Success, United States: PublicAffairs

Osipova, Yelena. (2013), "Seeing Beyind the Bear: Selective Processing and Russian Diplomacy in the West", Centre on Global Interest, Working Paper
Series

*Putin, Vladimir. (2012), "Vladimir Putin on Foreign Policy: Russia and the Changing World", [Online: web]Accessed 9 October 2013, URL:
http://valdaiclub.com/politics/39300.html

Pushkin House, [Online: web] Accessed 12 June 2014, URL: http://www.pushkinhouse.org/

Roslycky, Lada. (2011), "Russia's Smart Power in Crimea: Sowing the Seeds of Trust", Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, 1 (3):299-316.
Sherr, James. (2013), Hard Diplomacy and Soft Coercion, Great Britain: Chatham House.

Simha, R K. (2016), "Why India and Russia will be best friends forever", [Online: web]Accessed, 1 November 2016,
URL:https://in.rbth.com/blogs/stranger_than_fiction/2015/12/24/why-india-and-russia-will-be-best-friends-forever_554327

Stott, M and Catherine Belton, (2016), "Trump's Russian connections", [Online: web] Accessed 2 November 2016, URL: https://ig.ft.com/sites/trumps-
russian-connections/

Sahitya Akademi, (1968), "Maxim Gorky in Indian Languages", Indian Literature, 11 (1): 68-73.

*The Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation (2013), "Concept of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation", [Online: web] Accessed on
20 June 2013, URL: http://www.mid.ru/brp_4.nsf/0/76389FEC168189ED44257B2E0039B16D

Tsygankov, A.P. (2006), "If Not by Tanks, Then by Banks? The Role of Soft Power in Putin's Foreign Policy", Europe-Asia Studies, 58 (7): 1079-1099.
Makhmutov, Tand |. Timofeev, (2014), "Sochi 2014: Two trials for Russia”, [Online: web] Accessed 30 November 2016, URL:
http://russiancouncil.ru/enfinner/?id_4=3094#top-content

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :- Cell - 94343 08591

r@éw‘ érﬂflﬁ C

RAVI STORES

King of Shirting, Suiting, Sarees
Ready Made Garments & Hosiery Goods

* We send our goods by V.P.P.

RAJA BAZAR, KURSEONG - 734203




“HE WHO PLANTS A TREE PLANTS A HOPE”
Plantation of trees in an uncanny pace towards a new tomorrow.

I am very much chuffed to pen a composition as far as the plantation of saplings is pertinent which
was exceedingly as new experience. It was on the day of 24th July 2019 that we the pupils (NSS & NCC) in
particular accompanied by the assisting industrious hands of programme officer, Yogesh Sir and Srijana
mam, Principal Dr. Samir Bal, teaching, non-teaching staff of Kurseong College took an initiative as far as
the plantation of saplings were concerned. This sort of an innovative step was indispensably needed in our
deteriorations cocoon cum global cosmos in general.

The inception of this endorse worthy vocation commence with that of the crucial and boosting
remarks by the principal which was glaring obvious an effected one. A calculated sum of about 100 total
saplings were planted around the girls” hostel premises with the help of students, teachers and principal. The
feisty and flamboyant spirit of pupils worth acknowledgment, consequently a set of an eating stuffs were

distributed among the frazzled students and I am absolutely grateful for their magnanimity of spirit.

As Principal Sir remarked : This sort of vocation must be done with nil nut on it, rather perpetual in
nature. We do abide by it and rather than barely abandoning the saplings as a gimmick we have resolved to
nurture it with the employment of ‘Nature Club’ and not let it be subjected to floccinaucinihilipilification.

My sense of gratitude goes to each and every one who worked excruciatingly hard on that auspicious
day of making a bright future. Though I cannot thank all of them with their individual names but thee will

never be forgotten by heart.

Yes I am the One

| see smoke hovering up

in those incessant overcasts sky,
| chances on thy crimson burn;
thy ashes too,

why are thee only arc to cosy me;
one by one

[ am the one to burn you up;

for my sake, it destroy my breath.
| see you burn;

[ too burning...inside-out,

Mere a roll of paper,

| too rolled with flames.

Let me drift with smoke of yours..
up very up.

Thee burn me up,

my lungs, myself

Thee are the one to

woke my existence,

| am neither beast nor smoker,

| am the one, | am alive.

Ulew from the Dale

Either right or left,
which view should | take,
So noble than rest.
Seems all so fake
stretched from soil up to sky,
fills my fortune up so high,
My dejected heart; O! my dear,
Heaven could be very near.
Seven vista cum solace gale,
Surpassed beauty;
wonders of world could foil,
My complacent heart make its yell,
It's view from the dale.

Sailesh Dewan Rai
English Hons., 3rd Semester

“Don't ask what my pen knows”

O! you ask what my pen knows,

It knows the muted cry of nature,

It knows corruption

within development,

| knows the blare of a crippled heart,
It knows the murmur of a mighty hills.
What's there it doesn’t know?

It knows the love of an

unspoken mouth,

Sentiments of a harbored heart,

It sees the blood shed of a

vibrant tea bushs

It hears mourns of a mighty himalayas.
It goes where the light can’t

It knows everything via nothing

It knows me as well as you........




TRANSFORMED

(An experience from Officer Training Academy, Gwalior)
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LT. Namrata Rai
Associate NCC Officer, 4 Bengal Girls' BN NCC, Kurseong College

[]Leader is the one who knows the way, shows the way and goes the way" was the first statement made by Commanding
Officer on the very first day and it's etched in my heart forever. The first day of our 90 days NCC officers training at
Officers' Training Academy Gwalior, began with much speculation. There were 93 school and college teachers from all
over India; truly representing India's unified diversity. All had different aspirations and expectations, but what bound
us together was the opportunity to learn to lead the world's largest volunteer organization, National Cadet Corps.

We were made clear that leaders are not born, they are made and the process of making starts with knowing. The
knowledge about the organization, dos, don'ts, and mostimportantly who we are. Strengths, Weakness, Opportunities,
Threats (SWOT) analysis for different parameters like First Aid, Public Speaking, Yoga, Physical Fitness, Drill, etc gave
us a chance for introspection. The training module was drafted in such a way that each trainee was given a chance to
enhance their strength, work on their weaknesses, and provided opportunities to overcome their threats.

Coming from teaching professions, which requires giving a command, supervising, and instructing becomes part of
profession and habit, it was hard for all of us to learn to obey commands. The academy had its rules and specific codes
of conduct of living. From dining etiquette, classroom sitting arrangement to dormitory protocol, it was hard to follow.
We complied with all those, as the saying goes those who command must obey the rules.

After knowing, leadership calls for showing and going the right way. Any knowledgeable person cannot become a
leader, but only the one who goes the way to show what he/she knows. It calls for action. The academy structured
competitions and examinations and put the trainees under pressure to perform. There were many times, where each
one of us wanted to give up, but the lectures on positive mindset and courage were so impactful that those pressures
brought out our potentials which we were not aware of ourselves too.

Atthe end of 90 days of rigorous training, one thing we all realized was that the training not only made us commissioned
NCC officers but made us transformed leaders. Threats and weaknesses are everywhere, in the profession to personal
life but how one handles it makes the leader. The battle in-ground is won in the mind. So having a positive attitude and
the courage to face your fears, standing up for the battle makes the leader. This transformation from giving up easily to
never giving up attitude is to be instilled in every youth cadet. NCC gives a platform to young minds to see this
transformation as I have seenonein me.




National Cadet Corps: Career and Opportunities

(A Candid Talk With ANO. LT. Namrata Rai, 4 Bengal Girls BN)

SGT Vishaka Singh
4 Bengal Girls BN NCC
B.A (Hons) 3 year , Department of English , Kurseong College

NCC stands for National Cadet Corps which is the largest volunteer organization. It was started with the
purpose to train youths for country's defence in 1948. With the motto of 'unity and discipline', NCC aims at
developing character, comradeship, discipline, a secular outlook, the spirit of adventure and ideals of selfless
service amongst young citizens. It is a tri services organization comprising the Navy, Army and Air force.
Our college is privileged to have Senior Wing 4 Bengal Girls' Battalion and Senior Division 5 Bengal
Battalion NCC. I feel proud to be part of this organisation. NCC has developed leadership quality in me and
instilled a sense of social responsibility. NCC is much more than physical training, parades and adventure
camps, it prepares us for career too. Some join NCC for adventure, some for incentives and some to open
window of opportunities in defence service. To all those who want to know more about benefits and career
opportunities in NCC, here, I present a candid interview with our ANO madam, Lt. Namrata Rai.

Cadet
LT.NR
Cadet

LT.NR:

Cadet
LT.NR

Cadet

LT.NR

Jaihind Ma'am!

Jaihind!

There are many cadets like me who wish to pursue career in defense. Could you please
enlighten us about opportunities for NCC cadets in defense service?

Firstly, defense service is open for all those who are competent, however with NCC
background and certificate one will get extra benefit and bonus marks during selection
procedures. In NCC, there are three certificate examinations 'A','B'and 'C'. The first
certificate is for school NCC cadets. For college students NCC is for three years. After first
two years, cadets have to appear for 'B' certificate examination and on the final year 'C'
certificate examination. There are different benefits according to the level of certificate. 'C'
Certificate is the highest and most valued one.

Could you please tell us more about this?

Cadets get bonus marks from 2% to 10 % in accordance with the possession of A, B and C'
certificate during recruitment process. For soldier GD category, 5 % for'A' certificate
holders, 8 % for 'B'and 10 % for 'C' certificate holders. As Officers in Armed Forces, there are
vacancies reserved for commission for NCC 'C' Certificate holder.

Does these benefits apply to all three sectors of defense service?

Yes, for army wing, some reservations are there for NCC cadets in Indian Military Academy
(IMA) Dehradun and Officers' Training Academy (OTA) Chennai. InIMA, 25 vacancies per
course are reserved for NCC 'C' certificate holders. These courses are conducted through
UPSC and SSB interview. Each NCC cadet also gets Rs. 1000/- as kit allowance who is
selected for NDA/IMA/OTA/Air Force and Naval Academy.

In OTA Chennai, 50 vacancies per course for Short Service Commission (Non-Tech) are
reserved for NCC cadets. NCC cadet aspirants are exempted from UPSC exam, they have to
appear only for SSB interview.




Cadet :

LT.NR:

Cadet :

LT.NR:

Cadet :

LT.NR:

20% vacancies are reserved for Girl Cadets. There is also a provision of scholarship for NCC
cadets selected for OTA/IMA/Air Force and Naval Academy of Rs. 150/- per month during
training period.

What benefits does NCC cadet get if he/she wants to join Navy or Air Force?

Like in army wing, in navy and air force also, NCC cadets are exempted from UPSC or AFCAT
exam. They have to appear directly in SSB interview. Innavy, six vacancies per course are
reserved for cadets and two years of age relaxation is given to C' certificate holders. In Air Force,
2% to 10% of bonus marks in all courses including flying training courses are allotted to NCC
cadets.

Are there any other opportunities too?

Yes, there are more to it. 2 to 10 bonus marks are awarded during recruitment in Para Military
Forces and Department of Telecommunications. Some states also give preference to NCC cadets
for State Services. Private sector/ industries also give preference to NCC 'C' certificate holders.
So, having NCC 'C' certificate along with your graduation degree will boost up your curriculum
vitae.

How can one get entry into the army?

An aspirant can join army right after school or after graduation. There are permanent and short
service commissions. A permanent commission means a career in the army till a person retires
on fulfilling the terms of engagement. For a permanent commission an aspirant will have to join
the National Defense Academy (NDA), Khadakwasla or the Indian Military Academy (IMA),
Dehradun. In Short Service Commission, a candidate also has the option of joining the Army as a
Commissioned Officer for 10 year, extendable up to 14 years. At the end of this period one has the
option to either elect for a permanent commission or opt out.

Permanent Commission can be joined through
(1) NDA - after 10+2 - Through UPSC..
(1)  Direct Entry - Through UPSC.
(iii)  Engineering Graduates - Tech Graduate Course.
(iv)  University Entry Scheme - 10+2 TES.

Short Service Commission can be joined trough
(1) Non-Tech for both men & women.
(i1) Tech - Both men & women.
(ii1))  NCC Special Entry (Both men & women).
(vi)  Law Graduates (Both men & women).

Cadet :
LT.NR:

Cadet :

Where can we get information about all these examinations and eligibility criteria?

Details of eligibility criteria, duration and venue of training and other information are freely
available through news papers or may be obtained from www.joinindianarmy.nic.in.

What are the prospects for girl cadets?




Cadet :
LT.NR:
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Girl cadets also can get different jobs. Girl cadets may choose career as Army Officers, Whole
Time Lady Officers and Girls Cadet Instructors (GCIs). There is NCC (SPL) Entry for women.
Anyunmarried final year student or graduate between 19 to 25 years of age with 50% aggregate
marks in any discipline and minimum 'B' Grade in 'C' Certificate examination can apply for the
commission. Vacancies are notified through Employment News in June and December.

Please share any words of encouragement to aspiring cadets?

Pressure brings out one's potential. There is a saying that if you win battle in mind, you'll
definitely win in the field. Along with physical sturdiness NCC prepares a sound and strong
mind in youths. So, embrace challenges in life to develop your character and excel in any career.
Thank you so much for enlightening us. Jai Hind!

| Aspire

| aspire, to keep our body pure and
clean for the soul to reside in,

| aspire, to keep the body in good
health to be able to keep our
mind strong and clear.

| aspire, 1o eat well as a form
of self respect.

| aspire, 10 keep our mind free of
conflicts and keep our body free of
disease ion this pandemic situation.

| aspire, to achieve good health
and good vibes because the body
achieves that which the mind believe.

| aspire, to be a giver of good health

because it is health that is real wealth.

PRITIKA PRADHAN
Geog. Hons. 2nd Semester




Why do we have Reservation in India :
Differentiating Fact vrs Myth

Dawa Sherpa, Assistant Professor
Department of Economics, Kurseong College

The policy of Reservation is very contentious and polarising issue in India. Sharply different opinions
and arguments are expressed on issue of Reservation. Through this article, I intend to highlight the
fundamental points about the rationale/reason of the policy of reservation in India:

1. Reservation is for social justice and equal representation of socially marginalized communities:

Any society that has a deep history of discrimination and marginalization of certain social groups based on their
social identity tends to correct the impact of historic marginalization with policies of affirmative action.
Different countries (USA, UK, Northern Ireland, Yugoslavia Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Nigeria, Sudan, South
Africa, Malaysia, Pakistan, China and Japan) have such policies where the Government gives preferential
treatment in jobs, education (both in public and private sector) and political representation. In India, which too
is deeply caste ridden and hierarchical society, also has such a policy of affirmative action. We call it
Reservation. According to recent research by University of Maryland(2015), the practices of untouchablity
(Caste Discrimination) is still widespread in India. Reservation in jobs, education and political representation
is provided to certain socially marginalized groups (Scheduled Tribe -ST, Scheduled Caste -SC, and Other
Backward Classes -OBC). Reservation is provided for the representation of historically marginalised
communities in government jobs, education and political representation (7.5% for ST, 15% for SC & 27 % for
OBC). Yet 50-percent of government educational seats/jobs are Unreserved (UR), where candidates from any
social category are eligible to apply. Recently Government has reserved 10 % seats for economically weaker
section from socially Forward Caste. Also government has policy of reservation for Women and Physically
disabled person (PWD). So effectively every community are covered under some type of reservation in India.

Also there is widespread misconception about the provision of review of reservation in every ten years,
which in fact only holds true in case of reservation of seats in elections to the Lok Sabha and state Assemblies.
NO suchreview is allowed in case of reservation in government jobs and education
The adverse impact of social marginalization and discrimination can be seen from negligible participation of
people from these communities in jobs, education, and politics or in every aspect of social life. Even after sixty
years of reservation these communities (ST, SC, OBC) still have abysmally low representation in well-paid
jobs, industry ownership, land holding, media, judiciary, educational institutions, and in political leadership of
different electoral parties. The gross under representation of people from socially backward classes is self
evident from following table.

Under Representation of St, SC & OBC (%) sc | sT Pl oBc .,l Forward Caste
ercentage (%)

POPULATION SHARE Mandal Commission+2011 Census 9 20 52 19

RESERVATION 75 15 27 10 (Poor-FC)
Professors )UGC 2017) 1 3 1 95
1IM (faculty) 0.1 0.6 2 97
HIGHER EDUCATION Vice Chancellor (496 Universities) y 1 7 91
Senior Journalists 0 0 6 90
MEDIA supreme Court Judges (60 yrs) 1 2 5 92
JUDICIARY Union Cabinet (60 yrs) 3 4.6 5.4 87
POLITICS CEO of Industries 0 0 2 98
Top Govt. Officers Secretary 3 1 0 96
Govt. jobs (Group A) 5 12 8 75
ECONOMY Govt. jobs (Group B 7 15 10 68
Govt. jobs (Group C) 8 17 17 58

Source : UGC Annual Report 2017, 21 October - Livemint 2016, Georgr Gadbo.is 2011. CMIE




This under representation is a direct consequence of social backwardness caused by historic
(continued) marginalisation based on social/caste identity.
Contrary to other countries, in India reservation only applies to government funded institutions and jobs. In
India, 96% of jobs are informal private jobs and within 4% formal jobs, only 2% jobs are in government
sector. Since only half of these jobs are reserved, this implies that only 1% of total jobs generated in the
economy is effectively reserved. 99% of Jobs are still not reserved for anyone!

2.Reservation is not Poverty Alleviation programme:

There are many policies (MNREGA, PDS, IRDP, PM JDY etc) to deal with the problems of poverty

and unemployment. Every social group gets equal benefits of such policies. Butreservation is not meant to
solve the problems of poverty or unemployment. It is like prescribing medicine of dengue for the problem of
typhoid. Reservation is meant to provide equal representation of social group who are historically and
continually marginalized based on their social (caste) identity. With respect to reservation for SC, ST
&OBC, the Constitution only recognizes economic backwardness resulting from social backwardness. In
the Supreme court judgement (Indira Sawhney & Ors v. Union of India, 1992) it has been categorically
stated that reservation cannot be based on economic deprivation alone. Rather economic deprivation has to
be a result of social backwardness. The judgement (90(b)) states clearly that "that a backward class cannot
be determined only and exclusively with reference to economic criterion. It may be a consideration or basis
along with and in addition to social backwardness, but it can never be the sole criterion. This is the view
uniformly taken by this Court and we respectfully agree with the same".
Pro big business (low tax, high subsidy, low regulation) neo liberal policies of the government have
miserably failed to generate adequate jobs and reduce poverty. It has only immensely benefitted top one
percent rich of this country (who control 73% of total wealth) and rest of the population is under extreme
economic distress. The government is also progressively reducing expenditure on such poverty alleviation
programs, making such programs completely inadequate to deal with the problems. Even among the poor,
the higher proportion of population belongs to SC, ST and OBC category. But to reduce and misrepresent
reservation as another poverty reduction tool is a desperate attempt to destroy the very purpose and rationale
ofreservation itself.

3.Creamy Layer argument does not apply for Reservation of ST and SC:

The argument of finding Creamy layer is based ion faulty logic that equates policy of reservation
with some form of poverty alleviation programme. The sole purpose and vision of policy of reservation in
Indian constitution is too addressed the inequity created by historic and continued discrimination and
disadvantage arising out of Social identity of Caste. It is not formulated to address the problem arising out of
economic deprivation. Social discrimination based on caste is independent of economic status. A person
from SC, ST & OBC may be economically well off but they still have to face the same social discrimination
based on their social identity of Caste. When former Union Minster and deputy Prime Minister Jagjiwan
Ram unveiled the statue of former Chief Minister of UP Dr. Sampoornanand , the status was washed and '
purified' with Gangajal after he left the venue.

The provision of Creamy Layer is only applicable for reservation for OBC which was implemented
in 1993 under recommendation of Mandal Commission. The concept was of creamy layer was first
introduced in 'Indira Sawhnay Vrs Union of India' case of 1992 which challenged the validly of OBC
reservation. Numerous other Supreme Court judgements(Indira Sawhnay Vrs Union of India 1992 case, BK
Pavitra vrs Union of India2019, Ashoka Kumar Thakur vrs Union ofIndia2008) hasmade absolutely




clear that the idea of finding Creamy layer and excluding them form reservation is ONLY applicable in case
ofreservation for OBC. The reservation for SC ST is constitution is provided on basis that entire community
being backward among backward and also the sole criteria is whether they are subjugated to practice of
Untouchability or not. No other criteria (economic) is admissible for provision of reservation for St Sc in
Indian Constitution. So the question of finding Creamy layer(economically well off) does not apply for
reservation of ST & SC communities .

When will reservation end?

The debilitating impact of centuries of inequities and injustice cannot be resolved in some decades.
The rationale of reservation will be ineffective only when the society is able to dismantle the institution of
caste and bring socially marginalized groups at par with socially forward castes. It's simple. End the disease
there will be no need for cure. So, reservation is the mildest dose of medicine to cure such horrid social
disease of Caste practice.
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Medicinal importance of lichens

Dr. Sujata Kalikotay, Assistant Professor
Department of Botany, Kurseong College

Lichens are "composite organisms" made up of two, or may be three, completely different kinds of
organisms with its part fungus and usually the other species as photosynthesizing alga, but sometimes it can
be a photosynthesizing bacterium known as a cyanobacteria. On the basis of external morphology or growth
forms, lichen thalli are distinguished into four categories namely Crustose (Lecanora, Lecidia, Lepraria,
Vezaea etc.), Squamulose (Cladonia, Endocarpon, Psora, Tonina and some species of Parmeliella and
Pannaria, Foliose and Fruticose (Alexopoulos and Mims, 1979).

Lichens produce a wide range of organic compounds that can be grouped as primary metabolites and
secondary metabolites (Elix, 1996). Primary metabolites such as proteins, lipids, carbohydrates, and some
other organic compounds are needed for the lichen's metabolism and structure. Secondary metabolites are
produced by the fungus alone and secreted onto the surface of lichen's hyphae either in amorphous forms or
as crystals. About 350 secondary lichen metabolites have been found and the chemical structures of
approximately 200 of them have been established (Galun, 1988). Lichen metabolites exert a wide variety of
biological actions including antibiotic (Lawery et. al., 1986), anticancer (Willams et. al.,1998), antiHiv
(Huneck and Yoshimura, 1996), antimycobacterial (Ingolfsdottir et. al., 1998; Gupta et. al., 2007), antiviral,
anti-inflammatory, analgesic, antipyretic (Muller 2001), antiproliferative and cytotoxic effects (Perry
et.al.,1999; Ingolfsdottir 2002).

Lichens as a traditional medicine :

The word lichen is derived from the Greek word 'leprous'and refers to the use of lichens in treating
skin diseases due to its pealing skin appearance. Use of lichens in commercial, ethno botany and Ayurvedic
and Unani systems of medicine in India is well documented (Upreti, 1996). Naturally, the most important
application of lichens is the one in traditional medicine for treatment of animals and human diseases.
Sodium usnate have been successfully used for the control of various plant diseases in green house (Ark et.
al., 1960). Ramalina thrausta is used in Finland for treatment of wounds, athlete's foot or other skin diseases
and taken to relieve sore throat and toothache (Vartia, 1973). Two lichen species Parmelia caperata and
Umbilicaria sp. are reported in study of Chilean traditional medicine (Munoz et. al., 1981). Several lichen
species have been used in folk medicine for treatment of stomach diseases, diabetes, whooping cough,
pulmonary tuberculosis, cancer treatment and skin diseases (Richardson, 1991; Baytop, 1999; Huneck,
1999). Usnea species in Asia, Africa and Europe used for pain relief and fever control (Okuyama et. al.,
1995) Usnea longissima was used as a dermatological aid for dressing wounds in the Pacific North West.
Ethno botanical uses of Usnea include its use as aromatic in health recipes (Rai et. al., 1998) in Darjeeling
and Sikkim Himalayas. Cetraria islandica is ancient cough remedy known as "tonicum amarum" accepted as
a mucilage drug (Muller, 2001). The intestinal worms are treated by Flavoparmelia caperata and dried
powder of the thallus can be applied on burns (Hagq et. al., 2012). In various system of traditional medicine
worldwide (Richardson, 1991) including the Indian system of medicine, lichen species are said to be
effective in curing of dyspepsia, bleeding piles, bronchitis, scabies, stomach disorders and many disorders
ofblood and heart (Saklani and Upreti, 1992; Negi and Kareem,1996)




Antibacterial and anti fungal activity of lichens :

Turkey lichens, Evernia prunastri, Pseudeovernia furfuracea and Alectoria capillaris were active against
Gram-positive bacteria and the Candida albicans (Rowe et. al., 1989). Usnic acid (Dobrescu, 1993) evernic
acid and vulpinic acid inhibited the growth of gram positive bacteria Staphylococcus aureus, Bacillus
megaterium (Lawery,1986). Lauterwein et. al., (1995) determined in vitro activities of (+)usnic acid, (-) usnic
acid, and vulpinic acid against aerobic and anaerobic microorganisms. It was again reported that both forms of
usnic acid inhibited the growth of Mycobacterium tuberculosis and Mycobacterium tufu in vitro at a relatively
low concentration (Krishna and Venkataramana, 1992). Ingolfsdottir, (2002) listed the antimicrobial activity
of (+)- and (+)-usnic acid against Gram-positive, Gram-negative, anaerobic bacteria, mycobacterium, and
yeast/fungi with the relevant references. Usnic acid being one of the most common and investigated lichen
compounds, its antimicrobial, antiprotozoal, antiviral, antiproliferative, anti-inflammatory, analgesic,
antipyretic, and antitumor activities as well as some other properties such as UV protection, allergen and
toxicity has been summarized in two reviews (Cocchietto et. al., 2002; Ingolfsdottir, 2002). It was observed
by Behera et. al., (2005), metabolic products that have antibiotic activity may have function of protecting the
organisms from attack by other fungi. He also determined the antimicrobial and antioxidant activities of
Usnea ghattensis and found that U. ghattensis was active against S. aureus, B. licheniformis, B. subtilis and B.
megaterium. Another species Usnea barbata showed significant activity against the Gram-positive bacteria
like Bacillus subtilis, Enterococcus faecalis, Micrococcus viradans and Staphylococcus aureus (Madamombe
and Afolayan, 2003; Weckesser et. al., 2007). Antibacterial activity of acetone, chloroform, diethyl ether,
methanol and petroleum ether extracts of Parmelia sulcata displayed its antimicrobial activity against
Aeromonas hydrophila, Bacillus cereus, Bacillus subtilis, Listeria monocytogenes, Proteus vulgaris, Yersinia
enterocolitica, Staphylococcus aureus, Streptococcus faecalis, Candida albicans, Candida glabrata,
Aspergillus niger,Aspergillus fumigatus, and Penicillium notatum (Candan et. al., 2007) .

Hypogymnia apinnata (atranorin), Letharia columbiana (vulpinic acid), Lobaria pulmonaria (Stictic acid,
constictic acid and norstictic acid) and Usnea filipendula (usnic acid and salazinic acid) have been reported to
have significant antibiotic activity against Micrococcus luteus, Staphylococcus aureus, Salmonella
gallinarum and Serratia marcescens, respectively (Crockett, 2003). Andean lichens Protousnea poeppigii
(Parmeliaceae) and Usnea florida var. rigida demonstrated antimicrobial activity against the pathogenic fungi
Microsporum gypseum, Trichophyton mentagrophytes and T. rubrum  isodivaricactic acid, 5-
propylresorcinol, divaricatinic acid and usnic acid were identified as antifungal agents (Schmeda, 2008).
Ramalina farinaceae (Esimone and Adikwu, 1999; Turk et. al., 2004) and Ramalina pacifica (Hoskeri et. al.,
2010) were active against pathogenic strains of bacteria and fungi namely Staphylococcus aureus, Bacillus
subtilis, Escherichia coli, Salmonella typhi, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, Candida albicans, Aspergillus niger,
Trichophyton rubrum and Trichophyton mentagrophytes. The antimicrobial activity of Rocella montagnei
were assayed against six human pathogenic microorganisms namely Staphylococcous aureus, Salmonella
para- typhi-B, Proteus vulgaris, Klebsiella pneumonia and fungal culture of Candida albicans, which proved
to be a better antimicrobial agent screened against human pathogenic microorganisms (Balaji et. al ., 20006).
Cladonia foliacea were found active against 9 bacteria and fungi namely Staphylococcus aureus, Bacillus
cereus, Bacillus subtilis, Proteus vulgaris, Aeromonas hydrophila, Streptococcus faecalis and Listeria
monocytogenes, the yeasts Candida albicans and Candida glabrata whose growth were inhibited by the
extracts (Yilmazet. al., 2004; Turk et. al., 2004). Rankovic et. al., (2007) screened the antimicrobial properties
lichens Lasallia pustulata, Parmelia sulcata, Umbilicaria crustulosa, Umbilicaria cylindrica and all of them
manifested antibacterial and antifungal activity. In a screening made by Chand et. al., (2009) on antimicrobial
activity of 15 lichen species from Indian Himalayan flora, lichen Everniastrum was found active to both
Gram- positive and Gram- negative bacteria.




Antiviral and anti tumor activity of lichens :

Name of lichen Compound Activity/used in References
Evernia sp.,
1 Acrosyphus sp., # Antitumor Kupchan and Koppennan,1975

Alectoria  sp.

2 Ramalina sp. # ”:fc:n?j:cehaz?:n?;d Takeda et. al., 1972

3 Usnea sp usnic acid Callus formation gnd Nishitoba et. al., 1987
hormone regulation
4 Usnea splongissima +(-)usnic acid Epstein -Barr virus Yamamoto et. al., 1995
5 Lichens Lichenan TMV Stubler & Buchenaver, 1996
. . Breast cancer cell lines
6 Cetraria islandica Protolichesterinic andmitogen stimulated Ogmundsdottir et. al., 1998
lymphocytes
7 Umbilicaria esculenta # HIV virus Brodo et. al., 2001

. - Virucidal for Junin and .
8 Teloschistes chrysopthalmus Parietin Tacaribe arena virus Fazio et. al., 2007

Crude polysaccharide

9 Parmelia perlata fraction Yellow fever virus Esimone et. al., 2007
amnolia vermicularis nticancer anojlovic et. al.,
10 Th I iculari Anti Manojlovic et. al., 2010
1 Xanthoria parietina Anticancer Trigiani et. al., 2009
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DISAPPEARENCE OF FOLK WORDS AND DIALECTS
IN NEPALI FOLK LIFE: IT'S REASONS

BIJAYATA PRADHAN, SACT
Department of English, Kurseong College

Nepali language is one of the richest and most developed language of the world. Nepali language is the
national language of Nepal and is one of the official language of Sikkim and the second official language of West Bengal.
Language plays a very important role in the expression of folk life. Language provides a bond necessary for the
exchange of views with the common man. Folk language has distinctive connection with folk life from the time
immemorial. Folk language can be easily related with folk life. It can be said that folk language is the language of
common people which is different from the language spoken by high class people in the society and is also different from
the language used in literary books. When we say folk language, it means folk names of the places, folk similes,
greetings, slangs, folk words for flora and fauna, flirting, curse words. Folk language has its own way for blessings,
vows, efc. It has its own way to describe some terms related to agriculture and so on. In the language spoken by
common folks, they have a typical way to keep people's nick name. Folk language also has typical repetitive words
which common people often use.

Common words of daily use means the words we use in day to day living. In other words, it means such
important words which are necessary for our communication in daily life. These words include the names of different
tools, eatables and ornaments. Moreover, folk language has special words for the members of the family and of family
relationship. These words which are the part of folk language have its own importance and it make a language
prosperous and increase the vocabulary. Unfortunately, some of these words are no more used by the people in
general. There are many reasons and factors for the disappearance of these words from the main stream language,
which will be discussed later in the article. It will be easier for us to study these customary words which are disappearing
from the language we speak now, by categorizing them.

1. The names of the equipments and tools used in day to day folk life.
i.  Words used formembers of the family and family relationships.

ii. -~ Thenames of different utensils usedin the house.

iv. ~ Names ofthe eatables.

v.  Thenames of the different ornaments and dresses.

vi. Otherwords.

I.  The names of the equipments and tools used in day to day folk life:

This means the tools used specially for agriculture. Moreover, it may include other necessary equipment and
tools as well. These are Karda, khurpa, khukuri, kachiya, bamfok, okhli, jato, dhiki, raabo, bosilo, soyli, fali, anau, jiwa,
halo, chapara, kodalo , angul, etc.

ii. Words used for members of the family and family relationships:

Every community and language has its own words to denote relationship. These words have greatimportance
to indicate the relationship and have their own glory. These words play special part in establishing the bond between
different members of the family and other relations. Nepalilanguage has these words in plenty, but unfortunately some




of these words are no longer in use. Now a days instead of "Aama" mummy is being used. Similarly for "mama-maiju,
kaka-kaki, bada-badi, uncle and auntie is used. Some other words related to the relationship which are disappearing
are, mit-mitini, barajyu, jima, jyammai, jyama, sauta, fupu, fupa, devar-devrani, etc.

iii. The names of different utensils used in household:

The Nepali community has their own traditional utensils and its names. As these utensils are being used from
ancient times are also related to the culture of the community. Some of the names of the utensils which are gradually
disappearing from the main stream language are, chimta, jhumro, sotey, dhiri, harpey, kasodi, madani, fosi, jaru,
dudhani, maali, maanapaati, theki, dabilo, kharkhunda, dabaka, khormey, dhungro, kachaura, thumsey, jaato,
ghyampa, kudey, chuthuwa, singbhang, gavo, aari, gagro, lohota, tapari, duna, bida, odhan, kataura, etc.

iv. Names ofthe eatables:

From cultural point of view, Nepali community has many types of delicacies. There are different food for different
festivals. But, with the advancement of civilization such cultural food items are slowly disappearing from the folk life.
Some examples are, junela, alautey, thetna, bhungrey roti, fapar, wachipa, sel, titey, kurauni, dhakani, etc.

v. The names of the different ornaments and dresses:

Every community has its own special ornaments and dresses. Nepali community also has different ornaments and
dresses for different festivals and rituals. These ornaments are the part of culture and the words related to these
ornaments can be termed as the wealth of language. Some of these folk words, which are gradually disappearing are,
patuka, tuna, nefa, fariya, patuki, chaubandi, jhumkey, bulaki, chandrahaar, hemmari, baghmukhey thaili, potey,
kantha, shirbandi, naugedi, tilhari, charani, aathani, karnaful, kundal, laacha, etc

vi. Otherwords:

Apart from the words used as the names of tools, ornaments, eatables, relationship, utensils, there are other words
as well which are used in folk life more often than not. For example, thaaplo, chumka, jaskelo,majeri, mataan, khopi,
guleli, matengra, sikarmi, mungro, damlo, bhata, kaptyaro, jhir, kamro, kulesi, katero, falaicha, kori, agena, bhubro,
jhaneko, barki, gabuwa, naruwa, kanla, karaiso, panera, sikuwa, kokro, dhud, khor, etc.

THE MAJORREASONS BEHIND GRADUAL DISAPPERANCE OF THESE WORDS:

With the advancement of civilization and the pace of time these words are gradually disappearing from the life of
the people. We cannot say that all these words have been disappeared, some of these words mentioned above are still
in use. Especially if we go to the village we find the village folks using these words. The main reasons of disappearance
of these words used in daily life are summarized as under: -

1. CHANGE INLIFE STYLE:

The main reason behind the disappearance of customary words and dialects is the change in our lifestyle. With
the advancement of civilization, the culture, language and lifestyle are changing. So, we may not need those old things
because they are being replaced by new things. As such the names of those old things are being forgotten. For example,
some years ago, we used to keep water in traditional utensils which are now replaced by modern equipments like filter
and aquaguard. As such the change of life style has some part to play in the disappearance of these traditional words
and dialects which were very popular sometimes ago.

2. INFLUENCE OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES:
Anotherimportant reason for this disappearance is the influence of foreign language especially English, Hindi, and




Urdu. Due to the influence of foreign language especially English we use English words for relationships. Colonization
of language is a serious problem and because of this lot of languages of the world has become extinct and some of them
are on the verge of extinction.

3. USEOF SCIENTIFIC MACHINERIES:

Some words related to the folk life is gradually disappearing due to the invention and use of scientific machineries.
Some of the traditional equipments and tools are replaced by scientific machines or tools. As such the words related to
the traditional tools are slowly disappearing.

4. INFLUENCE OF URBANIZATION:

At present urbanization is growing at a very fast pace. People from the village are very keen to come to the city
because of better facilities in the cities. Some villages are slowly turning into small towns. As such the folk words related
to the village life are also getting urbanized. For example, the traditional way of eating while sitting at some traditional
items is replaced by dining table and dinner set.

5. CULTURALINTER-MINGLING:

Because of the development in the field of science and growth of civilization the world has become a small village.
We call it globalization. As a result, different cultures from different parts of the world are inter-mingling. In such a
scenario, itis natural that the culture and language of some communities are becoming extinct.
Due to globalization people from different communities have desired to march ahead. They want to become one of the
best of the world. As a result, people are not very keen to their traditions and cultures. Some of them think these old
traditions and cultures are obstacles in the path of progress and development. Hence the words or dialects related to
one's culture and traditions are slowly becoming obsolete.

CONCLUSION:

Alanguage should change itself as per the demand of time, but to use words of another language instead of one's
own language is not a very good practice. In some cases, we are compelled to use the words of a different language,
especially English. For example, the words related to the computer. There are other factors also for such disappearance
of the traditional words apart from the one's mentioned above. The lack of standardization of language is one of such
reason. There are many words which are nowadays used in a very wrong sense. Besides, there is no system to make
the language uniform especially in the case of Nepali language. For example, the people staying in different parts of
Nepal and Nepali speaking people staying in different parts of the world also speak Nepalilanguage, but they are not the
same. Last but not the least we can say as itis good to march ahead as per the advancement of the civilization and the
society but we must not forget our traditional words or dialects. It is necessary for us to conserve them for our future
generation because they are the treasure of Nepali language. Otherwise, the day will come when these beautiful
traditional words or dialects will become extinct.

ENDNOTE

1. Karda (R‘T) - small knife/lancet

2. Khurpa (’Cgﬂ‘) - a sickle scythe/pruning knife/weeding knife

3. Khukuri (g%%) - Khukuri

4. Kachiya (®fmn)-kind of sickle

5.  Okhli-musli (SE-g&i) -small motor/pestle(for pounding in)




6. Jaoto (FM@N) - ahand mill for grinding grains/lentils/mill store

7. Dheki (@Eﬁ) - traditional Nepalese rice beater/wooden machine husking for grains
8. Raabo (@) - chisel (used by carpenter)

9. Soila (|3 - a hinge for a door

10. Faali (qﬂ?fﬁ) - ploughshare/plug for ploughshare

11. Anau (/) - plough handle

12. Juwa (T\fcﬂ) - yoke

13. Halo (&) - plough

14. Chapari (99%) - lump of rice

15. Kodal (®lart) - spade (a narrow-bladed spade with a long handle)
16. Angul (3fTq) - digging fork

17. Faruwa (%) - a kind of large spade

18. Bamfok (S7%i®) - a sharp edged knife usually used by the butchers
19 .Chimta (1) - kind of tongs pincers

20. Jhumro () - a small piece of tattered cloth used for wipengete
21. Sotey (HId) - hallow pipe to blow fire woods used in kitchen

22. Dhiri (ferdi) - a bamboo vessel used for holding water

23. Juneli (S[eH) - great millet/sorghum

24. Alauto (Gﬁﬁ%) - half dried maize

25. Thetnu (3g41) - half cooked hard grain of maize

26. Vhungre roti (R T) - bread cooked in fire without flame
27. Kuwati (FaT) - a mixture of grains, lentils, peas, soyabean etc
28. Fapar (®1T) - buck wheat

29. Sel (&) - a kind of circular bread refried in butter or oil

30. Kurawni (@:ﬁ) - inspissated milk/crust in the saucepan formed after the milk gets burnt
31. Patuka (9g#) - cloth tied round the waist or hips/waistband

32. Tuna () - tape or lace used for fastening

33. Nefa (J9) - trouser belt

34. Fariya (%) - saree worn by women

35. Patuki (9g@) - cloth tied around the waist or hips

36. Hahpey (8RU) - a wooden vessel to keep or reserve ghee

37. Kasaudi (F81) - a bronze cooking pot

38. Madani (W1&) - a churning stick churner

39. Phosee (®I¥) - a large copper vessel having rims turned round
40. Jaru (GR?) - a big spoon ladle used for serving food

41. Dudhani (g8) - milk feeder/nipple

42. Maali (W) - a small wooden vessel for putting oil

43. Manapathi (1=|F|T EIT?fO - a meaning unit (10 hand full=1mane, 8 mana =1 pathi
44. Theki (3%) - round wooden vessel to keep curd

45. Dabilo (aIfe@) - a kind of big spoon made of bamboo

46. Dabako (/) - large bowl




47. Dhungro (Z31) - bamboo pipe to keep salt,water etc.

48. Thunche (ﬂ%) large basket made of bamboo band without pores used for carrying on the back
49. Jato (i)
50. Ghaympa (&1

- a hand mill for grinding grains/lentil a mill store
(

51. Kuday (%2) - a basin or pot to boil milk in/to cook folder for animals
(
(Ferei

=) - a large earthen or metal jar

52. Chuthuwa
53. Singmang M) - a wooden vessel to keep ghee

54. Gavo (Tf) - bamboo orchid /innermost leaf of banana

55. Aari (3T9) - trough/tray

56. Gagro (7T -large earthenware

57. Koday (®12) - living on millet only

58. Lohota (rer) - small metal water pot

59. Kataura (%2R) - a metal cup/bowl

60. Tapari (Tqd) - leaf plate

61. Duna (g) - leaf cup

62. Bida <1%|'QT) - a mouthful of betel leaf

63. Odhan (Gﬁ?ﬂ:{) - three legged iron -stand for putting a cooking pot on over fire
65. Chaubandi (i-ﬁERQ[) - a blouse having four fastenings

66. Jhumkeh Bulaki (?{I@ g?ﬂ'cﬁ) - a pendant nose-ornaments

67. Chandrahar (% 61'{) - Necklace made of circular or semi-circular valuable metals
68. Hembari (%‘Tsnﬁ) - a scarf round the middle worn by women (of E NEPAL)

69. Bagmukhe Thaile (ETH{I@ aﬁﬁ) - a small purse shaped like the face of the Tiger
70. Poteh (UId) - string threaded with colourful fine glass beads

71. Kathmani (F/&H) - a neck jewel

72. Sirbandi (=) - a kind of head ornament worn by women

73. Naugeri (f/2) - a necklace with nine beads of gold

74. Tillahari (fG@@4) - kind of necklace

75. Charani (SR &) - Necklace made of coins having the value of 4ana

76. Aathani (3@ &) - necklace made of coins having the value of 8ana

77. Karnaful (% eHl) - an ear stud

78. Kundal (@'?:Ff) - an ear ring

79. Tacha (a tassel of hair plaited into a woman hair/tuft of jute etc.)

) a vessel to wash on

Other words: Apart from the words used as the names of tools, ornaments, eatables,
relationship, utensils, there are other words as well as which are used in folk life more often
than not. For example :

80. Thapley (ar<) - load carried on the head

81. Chumka (g=h) - to be shrunken /narrowed

82. Jaskelo (se@ai) - a small gate beside the main gate /backdoor

83. Majheri (w3) - floor, middle space of the house

84. Matan (wa¥) - middle space, floor of an upper storey




85. Khopi (@) - a hole made while playing games

86. Peti (¥&) - footpath/belt/raised platform around the house

87. Bakeuta (d/lel) - arrear, remnant/something unpaid or not door

88. Guleli (iall) - rubber bow-pellet/catapult

89. Matedra (W23) - a clay pellet/small size

90. Sikarmi (R¥) - carpenter

91. Mungro (A1) - wooden hammer, cinder

92. Tokma (aEFEIT) - a stick on which a porter temporarily raised his load
93. Damlo (E("P%ﬁ) - rope /cord for tethering beasts

94. Vato (¥T€) - cross beam/small species of bamboo

95. Kaptero (35@'3[) - a thick bamboo splinter

96. Jhir (3) - grill

97. Kamur (Eﬁrg'{) - a kind of water vessel in which water is carried by the pilgrim to offer the deities
98. Kulo (FM) - any cannel for water, drain, irrigation cannel

99. Othra (Gﬁ?ﬂ) - to sit upon the eggs for hatching

100. Katero (%) - outhouse/hut

101. Phalaicha (Wef=T) - bench

102. Kori (Eﬁ'ﬁ) - a score, a twenty

103. Aageno (3TH) - fire place

104. Vupro (%) - burnings coal/ember

105. Jhaneko (FM4) - to fry in oil or ghee/to flavor with spice

106. Barki (&%) - small cotton wrap

107. Gubba (TT) - milking pot, (made of wood or bamboo)

108. Kamlo (%) - field terrace/embankment

109. Karaso (&) - a field around the house

110. Panero (W) - common watering place

111. Sikuwa (f4an) - Barandah/porch of a Nepalese house

112. Kokro (#¥) - cradle

113. Khor (@) - narrow enclosure to keep fowls or animals

114. Der (=) - a hole made of bamboo, an earthen/wooden pot for feeding the cattle




Kurseong Town: A Study in Demographic Perspective

Dr. Neelee K. C. Lepcha, Assistant Professor & Head
Department of Geography, Kurseong College

INTRODUCTION :

The assessment of the relative potentiality of an area for its economic growth is possible through its
study on spatial-temporal analysis of population growth, distribution and density of population. As human
population, a powerful geographical factor on the earth's surface, determines the economic pattern of
resource utilization, the measurement and forecasting of changes in population is of utmost necessity for the
task of providing food, medical and educational facilities, employment, housing etc. for the increasing
population of an area. Trewartha is of the opinion that any neglect to the study of population will seriously
hamper the study in geographical science as population being the pivotal element, all other elements are
oriented around it.

Population size and economic development are intimately associated as the consequences of
population growth increasing faster than the means of subsistence has a strong impact on social and
economic thoughts. All the indicators of development in an area are directly or indirectly related to the size
and structure of its population and changes (Mehta, 1996). For understanding the interaction of the level of
living of urban population with the level of urban amenities, the knowledge of different components of
population is necessary. The socio-economic conditions of an area are strongly influenced and governed by
the different demographic attributes. The demographic and economic data constitute the hub of the planning
processes which helps in preparing plans for the development of a town with regard to future estimation of
demand and supply, employment, poverty, housing, education, health etc (Mehta, 1996). The analysis of
urban population of Kurseong town in terms of its growth, distribution and density are vital for sustainable
urban planning in the process of providing appropriate urban service infrastructure.

Distribution of urban population

In the words of Hauser (1959), without the knowledge of spatial distribution and arrangement of
population in an urban area, it is difficult to provide community facilities for economic development in the
long run regional planning. Distribution of population refers to the exact pattern of spacing of individual
units over the earth's surface (Hassan, 2005). Kurseong town, the administrative headquarter of Kurseong
subdivision is located at 26° 51'42" N to 26° 53'36" N latitude and 88° 15'12" E to 88° 17'32" E longitude in
Darjeeling district of West Bengal. It is situated on the southern slope of the Senchal-Mahaldiram range
which radiates from the Ghoom ridge in the north in the Darjeeling Himalayas and gradually descends
further down to the plains of the Terai. The rate of urban population growth in Kurseong town is observed
with regard to time and space. The town covers an area of 7.85 km2. (2011) accounting for 5.11% of the total
urban area of the district. The town recorded the total population of 42446 in 2011 which comprise of
14.53% of'the total urban population of the hills of Darjiling district and 5.83% of the total urban population
of the district as a whole. The population of the town is unevenly distributed in 20 municipal wards. A
significant relation exists between the population and the area of the ward because of its potentiality to
accommodate either larger or lesser share of the town's population. Ward 1 covers the largest area (1.54
km?2) whereas Ward 12, the lowest (0.01 km?2). Areas under reserved forest and government departments in
the former and forming a small part of the CBD with commercial activities in the latter case is attributed to
their respective size. 75% ofthe total wards are small and very small in area ranging from 0.30to 0.59 and




less than 0.30 km2 respectively. Most of these smaller wards are either centrally located in the most
congested core of the town or are in their close proximity. Wards 1 and 20 fall under very large and large
category which are located in the peripheral area of the town - Ward 1 in the northeast and Ward 20 in the
southwest. The area of the wards is not always proportional to its population in Kurseong Municipality. 50%
of the total wards record population higher than the town average (2122). Wards 4, 9 and 17 with very high
and high population, fall under small and very small category with regard to their area. These wards are
located away from the town centre.

Trends of urban population :

Population growth means change in population size of an area over a certain period of time
expressed in the form of rate of growth per annum (Hassan, 2005). The growth of population in any area is an
index of its socio-economic development, historical and cultural setting and political beliefs (Chandna,
2011). Itis necessary to know, in quantitative terms, the number of people living in a town at a particular time
and the rate at which the population of a town has been growing over time for future guidance. The analysis
of past demographic change is important for providing any future presumptions (Baxter, and Williams,
1978).

At the time of its inception in 1879 Kurseong Municipality had a total population of 2836 (Rai,
1979). Since then it has experienced a positive growth of population, though at a slow pace in some of the
decades such as 1941, 1961, 1981 and 2011. There was 1105% increase in the total population of Kurseong
Municipality from 1891 to 2011. Considering the population size, it was a class VI town in 1901 and became
aclass V town within a decade.

Table 1: Growth of population (1891-2011)

4 Population Population growth in percentage )
Year Kurseong District Hill District Kurseong District Hill District
(m) Urban Urban (m) Urban Urban
1891 3,522 17,667 17,667 - - -
1901 4,469 21,393 21,393 26.89 21.09 21.09
1911 5,574 24,579 24,579 24.73 14.89 14.89
1921 6,445 28,703 28,703 15.63 16.78 16.78
1931 7,451 37,412 43,479 15.61 30.34 51.48
1941 8,495 47,677 58,164 14.01 27.44 33.77
1951 11,719 62,001 94,481 37.95 30.04 62.44
1961 13,410 79,166 1,44,637 14.43 27.69 53.09
1971 16,425 82,728 1,80,212 22.48 4.50 24.60
1981 18,008 1,19,067 2,82,153 9.64 43.93 56.57
1991 26,758 1,62,343 3,96,060 48.59 36.35 40.37
2001 40,019 2,57,176 5,20,877 49.56 58.42 31.51
\ 2011 42,446 2,92,064 7,27,963 6.06 13.57 39.76 )

Source : Census of India




9 M Kurseong(m) M District hill-urban W District urban )

With further increase in its population size the town attained the status of class IV town in 1951 and
finally the status of class III town in 1991 which continues till date. According to 2011 census the total
population of the study area is 42,446. In all the decades from 1891 - 2011 the growth of population in the
town as well as in the district hill-urban and district urban have been positive. During 1891-1901 and 1901-
1911 Kurseong town recorded the growth rate of 26.89 percent and 24.73 percent respectively. This was due
to the development of uninterrupted communication in the hills through the laying of Cart Road and the
railway line which facilitated quicker transport of varied goods in bulk as well as the people. The population
growth was almost stationary during 1911 - 1921 to 1931 - 1941. The low population growth in Darjeeling
hills caused by influenza epidemics, natural catastrophes and the decreased in-migration from the
surrounding areas during 1911-1941 (Das and Bhuimali, 2011) left a significant impact on the town's
population. The town experienced a higher growth rate than the district hill-urban and district urban during
1891-1901, 1901-1911 and 1981-1991. The highest (49.56%) and the lowest growth (6.06%) rate of the
town were during 1991-2001 and 2001-11 respectively. Distinct acceleration in urbanisation process of
Kurseong Municipality is evident from the fact that during 1981 - 1991, the growth rate of Kurseong
Municipality was highest (48.59%) among the hill urban centres of the district (Darjeeling-26.84%,
Kalimpong-34.44%). The town again recorded the highest growth rate of 49.56% during 1991 - 2001
(Darjeeling: 46.72%, Kalimpong: 10.73% and Mirik: 30.18%) among hill urban centres. The growth of
population in the town shows that the town recorded nearly 122% growth rate during 1981 -2001. This high
growth rate is attributed to both natural increase as well as migration from the surrounding areas and
neighbouring countries which are attributed to the increase in the number of good English medium schools,
development of urban facilities, extension of health care facilities and the promotion of tourism industry.
However, the population growth of the town fell down immensely in 2001 - 2011 (6.06%) and this is
attributed to the factors such as the preferability of having less number of children, emigration of youths in
search of better employment opportunities and settlements of senior citizens in and around Siliguri for easy
access to better health care facilities after their retirement as is evident from the field observation.

During 2001 - 2011, thirteen wards have recorded positive growth of population and negative
growth of population are noticed in as many as seven wards. The growth of population was extremely high
(99.51%) in Ward 3 and excessively lowin Ward 1 (-23%)and Ward7 (-21%). Aremarkable population




growth, above 55% is observed in Wards 3 and 19 which together constitute 156% of the total overall growth o f
the town. The factors attributed to the positive growth of population in different wards are natural growth and
immigration. The reason for low growth in Ward 7 is due to steep and difficult terrain, unsuitable for human
settlement. The reason for the negative growth of population in some wards is due to the reshuffling and further
subdivision of some of these wards post 1998. In 2001 the share of population to the total population of the town
was highest in Ward 4 (10.10 %) and lowest in Ward 11 (2.54 %). In 2011 Ward 4 (9.97 %) has maintained its
position whereas share of least population has shifted to Ward 15 (2.18 %). The town has witnessed very
fluctuating trend with regard to natural increase in population and percentage share to total natural increase. The
lowest natural growth rate (-56.06%) is observed in 2008 - 2009 and this is attributed to the political unrest in the
hills spearheaded by GJMM for a separate state of Gorkhaland which was at its peak. The normalcy soon
returned to the hills in the succeeding year when the natural growth rate was highest (137.93%).

The approximation of the size and characteristics of the future population is incorporated in all
development plans, be it a social, economic or cultural (Srinivasan, 1998). The necessity always exists for the
town planners about the information of future population so that accordingly the transport facilities, housing and
other urban facilities could be generated to cope up with the ever increasing population. To make the projection
more reliable and error free as far as possible, methods of linear growth, geometric progression and exponential
growth have been applied for estimating the town's future population. As the initial data used as the base to make
the projections has to be error free as far as possible, the year 2001 has been taken as the base year for calculation
since very high urban growth rate (49.56%) took place in Kurseong Municipality during 1991-2001.
Considering the geometric progression, linear and exponential growth, the future population of Kurseong
Municipality has been estimated to be 45020 and 47750 for 2021 and 2031 respectively.

Density of urban population :

The morphological as well as the functional aspects of an urban settlement is greatly shaped by the
processes generated by urban density as it is an expression of the ratio between population and land and is the
most important element of population (Sharma, 1985). The number of people proportionate to the amount of land
is of fundamental concern in population study as man and land are the definitive constituents in the life of human
society (Koshal and Tiwari, 1996). Population density is a synthesis of all geo-economic conditions and it is an
ongoing process which with its dynamic nature determines the level of concentration and the resultant crowding
and dissemination in spatio-temporal perspective. The density of an area increases proportionately whenever
there is an increase in its population over a period of time with its area remaining unchanged. Similar situation
has been witnessed by Kurseong Municipality too. The population density of the town at present is 5407 persons
perkm?2 (2011) spread over an area of 7.85 km2. A scenario of a small congested hill town supporting population
more than its carrying capacity is clearly depicted from the aforementioned figure. According to 2011 census the
density of population of the town is 5407 persons per km2 which is higher than the district's urban (4743) and
district hill urban average (2838).

Table 2: Density of population, Kurseong Municipality (1901 - 2011)

( Population density | Difference in density Population density | Difference in density )
Census year (persons/kmz) (personslkmz) Census year (persons/km) (personsfkmy)

1901 1042 - 1961 2655 -365
1911 1299 257 1971 3252 597
1921 1502 203 1981 3566 314
1931 1920 418 1991 5299 1733
1941 2189 269 2001 7925 2626

L 1951 3020 831 2011 5407 -2518

Source : Census of India




Figure 2: Density of population per km2 Kurseong Municipality 2001 and 2011
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In2011, Wards 12 and 1 have the highest (1,66,300 persons/’km?2) and the lowest population density

(1,344 persons/km?2) respectively. Wards 11, 15 and 16 record a population density of over 18000. 50% of
the wards record density ranging between 6,000 and 18,000 persons per km2 and 30% of the wards has
density below 6000. The decrease in the number of wards in the higher density category may be attributed to
the increase in ward area. The wards with high density are centrally located whereas the wards located in the
periphery have low population density. Figure 4 reveals that the population density of many wards of the
town exceeds the maximum level as laid down by URDPFI guidelines (7500 persons /km?2).
Collin Clark (1951) along with other scientists has successfully produced evidences in support of his
fundamental law of decline of population density with the increase of distance from the city centre in the
former stage and differential rate of decline in the later stage. Clark's model of declining density patterns
with increasing distance from the city core have proved to be a good fit not only for the western cities but for
the non-western cities as well (Singh, 1985). According to Berry (1963), the land near the centre is more
expensive. Since land availability and extensive use increase with distance from the city centre, population
densities also decline with the distance.

As stated by Rogerson and Plane (2012), the spatial concentration of population has been of great
interest of study for the demographers, population geographers and regional scientists. For ensuring
equitable distribution of services in each ward, the information with regard to the number of persons
involved in movement for achieving a balanced distribution of population in different wards of a town is of
vital importance for the planners. To examine the changes in population concentration, an index formulated
by Hoover in 1941 is the most widely accepted and used method in determining the concentration or
deconcentration tendencies of an area's evolving population distribution till date. The Concentration Index
(CI) is an important tool for quantifying the distribution of population of a point at a given time. It measures
how concentrated or deconcentrated a population is by measuring what percentage of that population would
have to move in order to redistribute the population evenly.




Table 3: Index of Concentration and Gini Concentration Ratio,
Kurseong Municipality, 2011

Wards : Area | Densit Proportion .| Commulative Proportion .

,3(') byra(mty POp(lg?tlon A) (kmz)y o) @ (pi-al) [—2 r PiAi+1) | Ai(Pi+1)
1 1 1344 1.54 873 3.17 19.62 | -16.45 ( 100 100 8038.22 | 9683.36
2 20 1999 0.9 2221 4.71 11.47 | -6.76 96.83 80.38 | 6673.50 | 7405.14
3| 2 1935 0.78 2481 4.56 9.94 -5.38 92.12 68.92 | 5433.56 | 6034.76
4 19 2520 0.74 3405 5.94 9.43 -3.49 87.57 58.98 | 4339.23 | 4814.52
5 14 2240 0.59 3797 5.28 7.52 -2.24 81.63 49.55 | 3431.51 | 3783.51
6 10 2126 0.55 3865 5.01 7.01 -2.00 76.35 42.04 | 2674.72 | 2999.11
7 13 1850 0.28 6607 4.36 3.57 0.79 71.34 35.03 | 2244.79 | 2346.57
8 9 2906 0.43 6758 6.85 5.48 1.37 66.98 31.46 1740.73 | 1892.23
9 6 1619 0.22 7359 3.81 2.80 1.01 60.14 25.99 1394.27 | 1463.69
10 7 2310 0.3 7700 5.44 3.82 1.62 56.32 23.18 1090.59 | 1179.66
1] 3 2466 0.26 9485 5.81 3.31 2.50 50.88 19.36 | 816.69 872.72
12 17 3059 0.28 10925 7.21 3.57 3.64 45.07 16.05 | 562.67 607.76
13 5 2000 0.17 11764 4.71 217 2.55 37.86 12.48 | 390.70 413.88
14| 4 4233 0.32 13228 9.97 4.08 5.90 33.15 10.32 | 206.94 239.18
15| 18 2268 0.15 15120 5.34 1.91 3.43 23.18 6.24 100.40 111.34
16 8 2162 0.13 16631 5.09 1.66 3.44 17.84 4.33 47.72 55.19
171 15 927 0.05 18540 2.18 0.64 1.55 12.74 2.68 25.974 28.25
18 11 1115 0.06 18583 2.63 0.76 1.86 10.56 2.04 13.45 16.17
191 16 1704 0.09 18933 4.01 1.15 2.87 7.93 1.28 1.01 4.99
20 12 1663 0.01 166300 3.92 0.13 3.79 3.92 0.13 0 0

42446 7.85 100.00 | 100.00 72.64 39226.68 | 43952.03

Difference :4725.35
Gini concentration rate :  0.472535
Source: Collected and Computed from Census of India, 2011

Figure 3: Lorenz Curve showing population concentration in
Kurseong Municipality, 2011

140

B0

ol

an 4

it 1

Cugradative [propaoriiuy of Bren

0 20 40 &0 an 100
-2
Camaibat v e oot of popils o

Line of equalby Larenz curve

Source: Collected and Computed from Census of India, 2011




In 2011 Kurseong Municipality had a concentration index of 36.32%. Therefore, in order to get a
uniform population distribution in different wards of the town and to produce a perfect correspondence
between area and population size, 36.32% of the town's population required an inter-ward movement and
have to be redistributed in all the wards. The overall concentration found in the curve may also be measured
in terms of the ratio of the area between the Lorenz curve and the diagonal line, and the total area of the
triangle formed by the two axes and the diagonal line which is Gini's concentration ratio (Lepcha, 2015).
Kurseong Municipality had a Gini's concentration ratio of 0.47 which denotes that 47% of the area under the
diagonal line lies above the Lorenz curve. This indicates a fairly high degree of segregation or unequal
population distribution. The inequality in the distribution of population in Kurseong Municipality is also
exemplified by the fact that 6.24% of its area supports nearly a quarter of its population (23.18%), 19.36% of
its area holds half of its population (50.88%) and 42.04% its area supports more than 3/4th of its population
(76.35%).

Divergent views have been expressed around the world regarding whether rapid population growth
reduces or accelerates the pace of development. The opinion regarding the population growth and its effects
on development is rather contradictory. Some opine that population growth rather than being a hindrance is a
pre-requisite for development in countries with unexploited or less exploited natural resources whereas to
others, population growth acts as a main impediment in achieving the goals of development in developing
countries with poor economy and are therefore, frightened of its alarming effects on the economy. The
analysis of various problems associated with population growth, therefore, becomes significant in a hill
town like Kurseong characterize by limited leveled land for habitation owing to difficult topography where
population growth has been mostly rapid in the past decades (1981-1991 and 1991-2001).

Conclusion

There was 1105% increase in the total population of Kurseong municipality from 1891 to 2011.
Considering the population size, Kurseong town was a class VI town in 1901 and became a class V town
within a decade. With further increase in its population size the town attained the status of class IV town in
1951 and finally the status of class III town in 1991 which continues till date. During 1981 - 1991 and 1991 -
2001, it recorded highest growth rate of 48.59% and 49.56% respectively among all the urban centres of the
district. High pressure on land in the town is discernible from the fact that fourteen wards together having
less than 36% of the town area support about 71% of the total town population. The differences in land-
population ratio are due to differences in the density of population which varies on account of the nature of
land, type of land use, urban amenities and rental variations. About 20% of the total wards show a high
(18,500-24,500 persons/ km2) and very high population density (>18,500 persons/ km?2). Further, very high
population density that exists in different wards of the town is far above the maximum level laid down by the
URDPFI Guidelines. Owing to scarcity of land and ever-increasing demand for space, old wooden single
storeyed light houses have been replaced by multi-storeyed RCC buildings especially in the CBD area to
accommodate more population. This marked vertical expansion has resulted into increased congestion in the
urban core and the mushroom growth of slums characterised by many substandard houses in the central and
in-hostile parts of the town.

A prompt action is required from the side of the civic authorities for checking high rate of migration
from the surrounding rural areas as Kurseong Municipality is carrying a burden which is far beyond its
carrying capacity. The town lies in the geologically and ecologically fragile zone where the rise of vertical
expansion gives way to slope instability and has resulted in landslides and associated phenomena of different
intensities and dimensions. This has threatened the regional development of the area. The tremendous
pressure of population onlandaswellason the civic amenitiesis well discernible fromthe acute water




scarcity, problem of waste disposal, traffic congestion, poor sewage and housing condition, narrow roads,
lack of parking space etc. which is due to improper planning, faulty land use practices and various
developmental activities defying the prohibitions by the Municipality's laws. Therefore, before the
population of Kurseong town explodes and population density becomes a major hindrance in the path of its
development, it is necessary to curb such high growth of population for its sustainable existence.

This paper is a part of my research paper entitled “Changing patterns of population Density and Spatial Distribution in Kurseong
Municipality : An Empirical Study” published in International Journal of Informative and Futuristic Research, Volume 2, Issue
12, August2015
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Nature of Rural Women's Work in Darjeeling Hill Economy -
A Uillage Level Study of Kurseong Sub-division

Dr. Srijana Rai, Associate Professor & Head
Department of Economics, Kurseong College

Introduction- Women, the world over play an important role in the economic development of a nation through
their active participation in several economic and non-economic activities. Women, particularly in rural areas perform a
large proportion of unpaid work which remains largely invisible in national income statistics. For centuries, biological
difference has been the starting point and justification for the creation of different social roles for women and men and
the division of labour, with women's role being confined to the private and men's role to the public sphere. These socially
constructed gender roles assigned to men and women imply that while men have been engaged in paid work, women
are primarily involved in unpaid work such as household work which includes cooking, caring and nurturing of children
and other members, collection of critical resources for family survival such as food and water, fuel and fodder etc.
Though crucial for the sustenance of the family, unpaid work lacks recognition since they cannot be measured in
monetary terms. The participation of women in such unpaid activities is the primary reason for the non recognition or
invisibility of women's economic contribution. The Human Development Report (1995) states that the failure to value
most of the work that women do reduces them to "virtual non-entities in most economic transactions" and leads to "a
major undervaluation of their economic status", despite their larger share of the total work burden and "notwithstanding
the reality that men's paid work in the market-place is often the result of 'joint production', much of which might not be
possible if women did not stay at home looking after the children and the household" (Human Development Report
1995, p. 97).

Contrary to popular belief that women in rural areas do not contribute to economic development as they are
confined to household work only, it is worth mentioning that women in poor rural families are far more economically
active than the women at higher levels of income (Bhati & Singh, 1987). Women, especially in rural areas perform
multiple tasks, among which only some enter the market economy (Sundar, 1981). The women in rural areas are
actively involved in almost all agricultural operations, looking after and tending farm animals, maintaining kitchen
garden, collection of fodder and fuel in addition to the daily household chores. Women in rural areas carry 55 per cent of
the total burden of work and spend, on an average 20 per cent more time working than men (Human Development
Report 1995, p.92). This statement is true particularly for Indian women, and more so for women in the hill areas. The
high work participation of women in rural areas is nevertheless not always an indication of economic prosperity; rather it
may indicate economic distress. Labour force participation under economic stress may actually restrain women's
progress towards equality by increasing women's drudgery rather than helping in their empowerment and liberation and
in improving their well being and enhancing their capabilities (Chakraborty and Chakraborty 2009; Srivastava and
Srivastava2010).

Alot of work that women perform especially in developing economies is unpaid, unrecognized and undervalued
is by now a well established fact and has been the topic of discussion among several scholars. Scholars have criticized
the use of labour force participation rates as a measure of women's work since they fail to adequately capture women's
unpaid activities and estimate the volume of their contribution which is of use value rather than exchange value
(Boserup 1970; Beneria 1982; Agarwal 1985; Psacharopoulos and Tzannatos 1989; Donahoe1999). The International




Labour Organisation (ILO) reports that across the world, the vast majority of unpaid household and care work, at least
two and a half times more than men, is performed by women which results in women's working hours being longer than
men's when all activities, both paid and unpaid are taken into account (ILO 2016, p. 19). The Human Development
Report, 1995 mentions that "men normally spend no more than a quarter of their work time in unpaid activities - though
there are large variations from 13% in Venezuela to 44% in the Republic of Korea" (Human Development Report, 1995
pp.92). Over time however, the gender difference in time spent on unpaid work has narrowed which could be due to a
several reasons, such as higher labour force participation of women, smaller family size, less burden of domestic work
due to outsourcing, and the use of time-saving infrastructure and technologies that reduce the time required for fetching
water or household tasks (ILO, 2016, pp.19).

The significant role of women in rural households and their contribution to farm activities have been highlighted
by several scholars with some studies reporting some tendency towards sexual division of labour in agriculture, rearing
of farm animals and household activities (Bhati and Singh 1987; Thakur, 1991; Pande 1996; Sidh and Basu 2011;
Moktan and Mukhopadhey 2012). Hill and mountain areas are among the least developed regions as they face
marginalisation in several aspects. These regions are characterised by relatively higher female work participation
(Chen 1989; Pande 1996, p. 32). Women in these areas play a very significant and sometimes a dominant role in the
sustenance of mountain families through their active involvement in agriculture, maintenance of livestock, kitchen
garden and other income generating activities. Out migration of the men folk, depletion of forest and agricultural
resources, low agricultural productivity, climate change etc. have exacerbated the burden of the rural mountain women
in recent rimes. In spite of their significant contribution to mountain economy, not much information exists about the
situation of mountain women and their problems as they have received little attention from scholars. In order to highlight
the nature and extent of women's work and their significant contributions to rural households in the hill regions the
present study has been undertaken in the Kurseong sub-division of Darjeeling district of West Bengal. The study was
undertaken in a village in Sitong Khasmahal area of Kurseong sub-division. Sitong Khasmahal village was chosen as it
has arelatively higher proportion of agricultural workers (81.3 percent according to Census of India, 2011).

Results of the Study- The work patterns of men and women in rural areas reveal high involvement of womenin
agriculture, especially as unpaid labour on family farms despite significant variations across different regions and
farming systems. If the work involved in raising livestock and poultry, fisheries, conservation of water, forestry and work
related to common property resources is also included, the contribution of women to agriculture would surpass that of
men (Vepa, 2005). In recent times a trend towards feminisation of agriculture has also been observed in several
countries including India. This phenomenon is caused by low profits in crop production and distress migration of men
(Vepa, 2005; Kelkar, 2010) along with casualisation of work (Vepa, 2005) and increased needs to augment income
(Kelkar, 2010) which according to Sujaya (2006)(cited in Kelkar , 2010) compels women to participate in agricultural
jobs with less wages and which are casual in nature.

Work Force Characteristics- The number of households surveyed in the village was 50 and among those
households the number of males and females were 128 and 136 giving a population of 264. The households were
agrarian in character wherein the family members participated in agricultural activities either for commercial purposes
or for subsistence. The workforce characteristics in the sampled village has been analysed on the basis of the usual
principal activity status (ps).The usual activity status shows the activity status of a person during the reference period of
365 days preceding the date of survey. A person is said to be employed according to the usual principal activity status
(ps) ifthat person is found to be spending a relatively long time in some economic activity during the 365 days before the
date of survey (Gol, 2013, NSS 68th Round).




Table 1-Work Force Characteristics according to usual principal activity status (ps)

Male Female Total
Category
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Employed 72 96.3 65 47.8 137 51.9
Unemployed 06 4.7 04 2.9 10 3.8
Non-Workers 50 39.1 67 49.3 17 443
Total 128 100.0 136 100.0 264 100.0

Source: Field Survey

As shown in Table 1, according to the usual principal activity status (ps), the work participation rate (WPR) is 56.3 and
47.8 percent for males and females respectively indicating higher WPRs for males as compared to the females. The
percentage of unemployed is 4.7 for males and 2.9 for females whereas the percentage of non-workers is 39.1 percent
for males and 49.3 percent for females. The unemployed include those who would take up jobs, if available whereas
non-workers include the senior citizens and children who are attending educational institutions. Although the work
participation rates for females are found to be lower than that for males according to the usual principal activity status,
the WPRs for the females would increase if we consider their usual subsidiary activity status. This indicates that most
women in the sampled village participate in the labour force in subsidiary capacity and many do not consider
themselves as workers according to the usual principal activity status.

Structure of Employment- The employment structure of the sampled population is shown in Table 2. Itcanbe
seen from Table 2 that while 40.3 percent of male workers are employed in agriculture, the percentage for female
workers is 87.7 according to usual status (ps) showing that agriculture is a feminine activity. Among those engaged in
agriculture majority are self employed i.e. cultivators and very few are agricultural labourers. The labour exchange
system of 'parma’ which is widespread in the area cuts down the use of hired agricultural labour considerably. Allied
activities which include livestock rearing, dairy farming, maintaining poultry etc. were not taken up as a primary activity
in the region but as a secondary source of income with most of the workers participating in subsidiary capacity. Among
non-agricultural activities, the majority of the workers both male and female are employed as regular wage/ salaried
workers. The male non-farm workers were employed in the army, government offices, or were working in other places
like Kurseong town, Delhi, Bangalore, Dubai etc. Some were engaged in carpentry, driving vehicles, teaching or petty
trade such as opening a shop, tailoring etc. Women's off farm jobs included teaching, maintaining a shop, ICDS helper,
government jobs etc. Table 2-Structure of Employment

Table 2-Structure of Employment

Activity Status Male Female Total

usual status (ps) No. Percentage No. Percentage No. Percentage

Agriculture 29 40.3 57 87.7 86 62.8

1 Self employed 28 96.6 56 98.2 84 97.7

2 Agri. Labour 1 34 1 1.8 2 2.3 >

3 Alied Activities 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 00 |2
Non Agriculture 43 59.7 8 12.3 51 372 |@

1 Self Employed 12 27.9 3 37.5 15 29.4 %

2 Regular wage/salaried 20 46.5 5 62.5 25 49.0 "'_-

3 Casua T 256 0 0.0 1 216 |8

Total (Agriculture+ Non Agriculture)] 72 100.0 65 100.0 137 100.0 03,




Gender Division of Labour in Crop Production-The labour offered by women in the sampled village is integral to
agricultural production of the region. They work side by side with men performing most of the tasks in the field including
ploughing, hoeing or digging in some cases. There are few tasks on the fields which are gender specific. The primary farm
activities in the sampled village are crop production and animal husbandry. Besides this, some of the allied activities that
are undertaken by a few households to supplement their income include maintaining poultry and other livestock, dairy
farming, horticulture etc. The principal crops are carrots, radish, broom grass, red round chillies or 'dalle khorsani,
seasonal vegetables like squash, beans, 'rai saag' etc. Black cardamom is also cultivated in certain households. Children
also contribute to farm activities. The older children in some households were involved in activities like fodder collection,
feeding farm animals, marketing of milk which was taken to a nearby diary, fuel wood collection along with household
activities like washing and cleaning in which older girl children were primarily involved.

Agricultural activities in the hill regions are labour intensive since the techniques are primitive with use of farm implements
being limited to simple tools like hoe, shovel, axe, spade, hand fork, sickle etc. Animal husbandry is an integral part of
mountain farming systems as livestock provide manure and draught power for ploughing besides supplementing farm
income through sale of milk and other dairy products.

A well defined division of labour in agricultural activities is not observable in the hill areas since women participate in
almost all agricultural activities, even ploughing in some cases. However, the physical activities like clearing the field and
ploughing are generally a man's responsibility. Family labour is essentially used in all agricultural operations. For some
activities like clearing the field, ploughing, carrying manure, building embankments, harvesting etc. agricultural labour,
both male and female may be employed as and when required. It is generally the people from the landless category
owning very minimal or no land who offer their labour in exchange for wages.

Fourteen agricultural activities have been considered and the gender division of labour in these activities in the sampled
village is shown in the Table 3. The table shows the participation of family labour both males and females in different
activities related to crop production for 50 households in the sampled village. Households where only males participated
in a particular activity have been recorded in the "Males" category for that activity. Similarly, households where only
females participated have been recorded in the "Females" category and households where both males and females were
involved in that activity were recorded in the "Joint" category. The households where that activity was performed by hired
labour were not included in the analysis. The households where that particular activity was not performed were also not
included in the analysis.

Table 3-Gender Division of Labour in Different Agricultural Activities (in Percentages)

4 Activities Males Females Joint A
Clearing Land 39.5 15.8 447
Seed Selection 0.0 37.5 62.5
Ploughing 421 15.8 421
Sowing 0.0 32.0 68.0
Uprooting of Seedlings 0.0 63.3 36.7
Watering 21.7 23.9 54.3
Application of Manure 14.9 31.9 53.2
Weeding 0.0 61.7 38.3 )
Harvesting 0.0 26.0 74.0 E
Sun Drying 0.0 42.9 571 2
Grading and Storing 8.0 30.0 62.0 2
Seed Storing 0.0 37.5 62.5 g
Weighing 34.0 22.0 44.0 %

\_ Marketing 56.0 20.0 24.0 ) "




Gender division of labour is not very prominent in the surveyed village in the different activities related to crop
production. It can be seen from Table 3 that men have a relatively higher participation in ploughing (42.1 percent) and
marketing (56.0 percent) whereas women have a higher participation in uprooting of seedlings (63.3 percent) and
weeding (61.7percent). All the other activities are performed jointly in most of the households. It can also be observed
that males are found to have higher participation principally in activities requiring more physical labour like clearing the
land, ploughing and weighing of agricultural produce. Despite being a male dominated activity given that it requires
physical strength, ploughing may also be performed by women in small plots by using spades or hoes where use of
plough is not feasible and possible; as is evident from the joint participation in ploughing in 42.1 percent households.
This is in sharp contrast to agriculture in the plains where ploughing is primarily a male activity. Higher participation of
women can be seen in uprooting of seedlings since it requires delicate handling which can be done better by women and
could help explain the higher participation of women in this activity.

From the data presented in the Table 3 it can be inferred that women work alongside men and shoulder equal
responsibility in almost all activities related to crop production in the sampled villages. It can also be seen that there are
certain activities in which "Males" category is absent which implies that in those households the particular activity is
performed jointly. It is also an indication of the absence of male members in the household due to out migration or
widowhood/desertion, in which case the work is performed by the female members or by employing hired labour. It can
however be seen that there are no other activities in which "Females" only category is absent. This implies that there are
very few agricultural activities in which women are not participating. It may be mentioned here thatin certain households
activities such as clearing the land for cultivation, ploughing and harvesting especially in case of big cardamom are done
entirely by using hired labour. The data presented in the Table pertain only to the participation of family labour.

Gender Division of Labour in Livestock Rearing-Rearing of farm animals particularly cows, bullocks, goats etc.
is an important element of mountain farming system as farm animals provide manure, milk and draught power. Barring a
few, almost all the families in the sampled village own farm animals as they are the primary source of manure since use
of chemical fertilizers in the region is minimal. Other farm animals like goats, pigs or poultry are primarily for self
consumption and are used during festivals or special occasions or to be sold off to augment family income during times
of distress. Sale of milk and dairy products such as 'paneer, ‘churpi' (forms of cottage cheese), 'ghee’ etc. are also
important sources of income for most of the families in the sampled village. Women play a very crucial role in rearing of
farm animals, sometimes assisted by the children and the older members of the family. Table 4 shows the differentials in
participation of men and women in different activities related to rearing of farm animals.

Table 4-Gender Division of Labour in Livestock Rearing in Percentages

Activities Male Female Joint h
Stall Feeding 4.8 21.4 73.8
Forage Collection 12.5 32.5 55.0
Milk Extraction 48.7 15.4 35.9
Cleaning Shed 16.7 26.2 57.1
Taking care of Animals 19.0 31.0 50.0
Collecting Manure 17.1 26.8 56.1
Marketing of Milk 27.0 18.9 54 .1

L Purchasing Feed 21.4 19.0 59.5 )

Source: Field Survey




From Table 4 it can be seen that most of the activities are performed jointly. Men's participation is however
found to be higher in activities like milk extraction (48.7 percent), marketing of milk (27.0 percent) and purchasing feed
(21.4 percent). In all other activities women's participation is relatively higher. It can again be inferred from the empirical
evidence presented above that women share equal responsibility in case of tending of farm animals and in certain
activities they are involved to a greater degree than the men folk.

Gender Division of Labour in Household Activities- Empirical evidence from several studies reveal that the
responsibilities undertaken by men and women in household work and childcare are highly skewed with women bearing
the greater burden. There is also a difference in the nature of men's and women's involvement in family work. Not only
do women do more family work than men, but the type of work they do, when they do it, the circumstances in which they
do it and how they experience family work is different from men's experiences. Within the household whereas women
take up tasks which are "unrelenting, repetitive and routine", most men are engaged in tasks which are "infrequent,
irregular and non-routine" (Berk, 1985 cited in Thompson and Walker, 1989). Since family work is "private, unpaid,
commonplace, done by women, and mingled with love and leisure" it usually goes unnoticed and is rarely
acknowledged (Daniels, 1987 cited in Thompson and Walker, 1989). Nevertheless, despite women's increased
participation rates in paid work, gender segregation in household work has not reduced due to the fact that change in
society regarding division of labour between men and women has been unidirectional (Choudhary and Parthasarathy,
2007) with litle change in perceptions regarding women's unpaid household work.

Table 5- Gender Division of Labour in Household Activities in percentages

( Activities Male Female Joint h
Cooking 0.0 80.0 20.0
Washing and Cleaning 0.0 72.0 28.0
Fetching Water 7.9 63.2 28.9
Fuel Collection 31.3 35.4 33.3
Looking after children and aged 0.0 57.8 42.2
Social Participation 16.0 12.0 72.0

L Purchasing 14.0 38.0 48.0 )

Source: Field Survey

Astudy on the gender differentials on participation in household activities as shown in Table 5 reveals extremely
unequal distribution of household responsibilities. Women predominate in activities like cooking, washing and cleaning,
and fetching water and looking after the children and the aged. In no household are activities such as cooking, washing
and cleaning, and looking after children and the aged carried out solely by males. Higher participation of women vis-a-
vis men has been observed in almost all the activities except social participation, whereas almost equal participation
has been observed in collection of fuel wood.

Though there is sharing of household tasks to a certain extent, household responsibilities are primarily a
woman's responsibility with men helping out only occasionally. Besides these activities women also participate in paid
work-full time or part time when they are engaged in certain off farm activities during the lean season. Davies and Carrier
(1999) mention that an individual's contribution to household work may be influenced not only by the amount of time an
individual spends in paid work, but also by the time one's spouse spends in paid work (Davies and Carrier, 1999).
However, Sengupta (2016) mentions that in the Indian society when a woman participates in paid work itis usually at the
costofareductionin herleisure time and not her unpaid working time, thus leading to a dual burden of working hours for




women. Shelton and John (1999) observe that men continue to spend more time in paid work and women in housework
even when there is an equal distribution of total workload. Participation in paid work consequently does not reduce the
unpaid labour of women except in affluent families where unpaid domestic activities may be substituted by labour
saving devices or by employing paid domestic help which is not very common in the rural households.

From the above analysis it can be inferred that though there is sharing of farm work there is very little sharing of
household work between men and women with women having to bear the burden of household work disproportionately.
The work burden of women is definitely larger than that of men. Gender division of labour though not very prominent in
agricultural and allied activities is distinctly visible in household activities.

Conclusion- From the analysis presented above the important and the indispensible role of women in rural
households in the economy of the Darjeeling hill areas can be properly understood. The significant contribution of
women to agricultural activities which include crop production and livestock rearing is obvious through high work
participation of women in such activities. Besides, women also undertake a multitude of unpaid household activities
along with participation in paid work in farm and off farm activities either on full time or part time basis which further
enhances women's contribution to the well being of their families.

Analysis of gender division of labour in different activities related to crop production and livestock rearing reveal
the active involvement of women in almost all activities. There are few tasks which are gender specific and women
partake in almost all activities related to crop production as family labour including ploughing or hoeing in some cases
which is generally considered a man's work. As regards household work, there is very little sharing of such activities by
men with the bulk of such work being performed primarily by women which points to the gendered nature of household
work. The low participation of men in household activities is a reflection of societal norms which consider work within the
household or the private space as feminine. Davies and Carrier (1999) observes that "gender division of labour within
households are not manifestations of household needs, but a reflection and reinforcement of the much broader
organisation of society around assumptions of gender which rationalises the gendered nature of domestic work as
'natural' and therefore 'inevitable'" (Davies and Carrier, 1999). Rural development policies therefore need to recognise
and evaluate women's contributions in a suitable manner and focus on integrating their needs and problems in the
developmentagenda forimproving their status in society.
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THE HUMANITY

SHIVANI RAI
GEOG. HONS. 2ND SEMESTER

Humanity atits core isthe human race, however, we think of the term as all the qualities that
make up being ahuman being. These include love, compassion, knowledge, understanding,
empathy, and so on. At times the world makes such little sense, like when death, destruction,
and hatred occur, which tests our faith in humanity.

We all have a responsibility to ensure the welfare of humanity,
to try to make this a happier more peaceful world-Dalai Lama

Humanity, a word with deep meaning. It’s not just a word but it’s a compassion that express people’s or human
beings. But now a day’s Humanity has lost it’s spirit, it has lost it’s meaning. In today’s world the real meaning of a
beautiful word Humanity has been dead. Regarding today’s world Humanity is posing an incident regarding student
suicide case or rape case or murder or killing and innocent animal etc.

If humanity is sharing a post or commenting on that post shared by others on social sites then it’s not a
humanity it’s socialite in which public pretend they cared about it, as if they did humanity or a great social work by
commenting and sharing that post but in reality they just did that to get a social attraction rather then giving justice to
that particular victims.

Humans need to know the real meaning of the word Humanity because showing your work that you did in social
sites is not called as humanity. If in reality humanity exist then students who come from lower cast would not have face
racism and discrimination in different universities and colleges. They would not have been fighting for their rights. They
would have been treated equally and would have given equal rights. Why people are discriminating person on its cast,
creed, colour, religion, family background etc. There wouldn’t have been an increase in students suicide cases. There
wouldn’t have killed innocent animals for their skins. In today’s world humanity only exist in social networking sites not
inreality. People pretend to be happy on other person’s success but site by site they wished that they could stop him or
her to achieve their goals. They post about landslides, forest, fire, etc. but they don’t bother to throw the waste in a
proper place, they don’t bother to plant trees. This is our present world where humanity is a showmanship not done by
heart but to show on social networking sites. Intoday’s world humanity has lost its real meaning. This is the bitter truth
and we all need to accept it. But we all can bring its original meaning and spirit back by not dominating others, by not
judging them, by not discriminating on their cast, creed, colour, religion etc. We live in a democratic country where
everyone has equal rights.

Lets take a pledge to bring our humanity back and help each other in our problem and fight it out together.




MOTHER NATURE FROM MY SPECTACLE OF 2020,

Sailesh Dewan Rai
"Don't Despair! Consume With Care, If You Are Keen, It'll Go Green.”

Amidst the excruciatingly abysmal loop of human suffering cum catastrophe in which the human folks are plunged into,the
humanity seems to have its fall at its pinnacle. This aftermath of the so-called 'Inventive Development' of humanity has compelled
in an estimation of about one million flora and fauna to dangle in the fragile thread of hope. The destructive prowess of time and
nature at present jiff is unprecedented as witnessed ever before by human creation. With an onset of an astonishing Australian
inferno scooting to the fluttering bats from the abattoir of Wuhan, the mass death toll has soared to its summit to an extent
unacceptable and unexpectable. The eventual vituperative consequences of human recklessness is being reflected into a
pandemic and collosal kicking of a bucket. SARS, Ebola and Bird flu are certainly not an exception to have been pooped out from
an enigmatic Pendoras box with nil human disruption. But having said that, there is still a rickety hope to think of. The innovative
skulls/Inventive means of human consciousness has brought upon a titanic laden suffering and catastrophe. So now it's a moment
to halt the scuttling pace of development but to listen and revive the sublime free treasure that has been relinquished deliberately
by callous palms.

"Let's Listen To The Silence Of Nature,

As ItHas So Much To Utter,

Let's Build ABetter Future."
With the agony and plights that have been inflicted upon humankind, the nature seems to rejoice and cheers the last laugh. But yet
the nature is in its verge to breakdown. Gradually and clandestinely the habitats are being nipped off, stripped and left bare with its
crumbled debris. Unattended, Deserted, Disheveled ! Now more than ever we are confronted with the fragility of life and our planet.
We are the ones to lay our utter reliance on nature for every sundries indespendibly. It can be fixed only if we act now or never.
Well ,you see: if we delve deep to comprehend the morbidity of the situation it can be encapsulated as:

"If The Earth Were Our Saving Account,

We would Be On The Brink Of Bankruptcy."
This could be attributed with the obnoxious invasion of the native species by the myriads of other alien species. This step has
displaced the pathogens from the natural host and thereby aaccelerated the invasive action. Flabbergasting measures of about
75% of the land and 66% of the ocean have been grimly contaminated by a farrago stuffs. This could be menifestated through the
flummoxing rise in the malarial cases in the Amazon basin as the result of the decimation of the forests. Butaye! It's glaring obvious
that the superfluous humankind hurtling towards development is the culprit whose work a subject to flouccinaucinihilipilification.
The foremost step we can take is to ensure that nil disruption are being done with these existing natural species and their cocoons.
This stabilizes the equilibrium in an ecosystem. Well structured apposite strategies are to be devised for the species that is in the
brim to extinct. The restoration of the flock fo Darwin's Shen in the grassland of Southern Chile is an outstanding epitome of the
matter. The high held convoluted environmental notions and strategies are not an everyone's cup of tea. But, before that we must
have the ability to understand and comprehend absolutely about the morbidity at the time when handful of black sheep has eaten
up theirhumanity.
The point is simply this: "It's Not About Hygiene, But A Bitter Truth To Be Seen" The long gone parameters of equilibrium in
ecosystem, thatis the Nature and Humans are to be pacified now or never. It's certainly the time to lend our eye, ears and time all to
the Mother Nature. Nature is resilient and way more cautious, for it is now for us to decide and decide assiduously before taking
any further fatal step. Let us not be carried away by the intensity of an Inventive means of time and the clutches of social media.

) It's the time to ponder about you, me, the life!
"It's Now Or never, Forlt's Time For the Nature"




REPORT ON

National Seminar - “Archeological Heritage of Bengal
and the History in making”

A two-day National Seminar sponsored by the Indian Council of Historical Research
(ICHR), New Delhi] on ‘Archaeological Heritage of Bengal and the History in Making’
was organised by the Department of History, Kurseong College, on 26-27th August, 2019.

The Seminar was attended by renowned historians and academicians from different parts
of the state and the country. Teachers and research scholars from different colleges and
universities presented papers on various themes related to the seminar.,

In her keynote address Professor, Rila Mukherjee, Department of History, University of
Hyderabad explained the dynamics of heritage tourism. Other prominent speakers were
Dr. Projit Kumar Palit, Professor and Director, Centre for Indo-logical Studies. Assam
University, Silcher; Dr. Bishnupriya Basak, Professor, Department of Archaeology,
University of Calcutta, Prof. Sutapa Sinha, Professor and Head, Department of Islamic
History and Culture, University of Calcutta, Dr. Sudas Lama, Associate Professor,
Department of History, University of North Bengal, Dr. Debajit Dutta, Assistant Professor,
Department of History, Jadavpur University; Dr. Deepi rekha Kouli, Director, Directorate
of Archaelogy, Government of Assam; Dr. Bijoy Kumar Sarkar, Professor, Department of
History, University of North Bengal, Dr. Sangeeta Gogoi, Head of the Department of
History, Mangaldoi College, Guwahati, Assam; Dr. Dipsikha Acharya, Assistant
Professor, Department of History, University of North Bengal.

Dr. Samir Bal, the Principal of Kurseong College, welcomed the guests and other
participants, while the programme was conducted by Prof. Yogesh Khati, Department of
Nepali, and Professor Namrata Rai Department of Geography. The vote of thanks was
given by Dr. S.P. Molommu, Head Department of History, Kurseong College. The seminar
was coordinated by Chanchal Adhikary and Dr. Manadev Roy, Assistant Professor,
Department of History, Kurseong College.

Mr. Chanchal Adhikari, Assistant Professor,
Department of History, Kurseong College
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With best wishes :-
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FRESH BITES

Fresh balkied oven with laiest iechnology

92, H.C. Road, Milan Plaza Market (-5 0
Kurseong - 734203, Darjeeling -

With best Compliments :-

MAGNOLIA INTERIORS

Mr. Jitendra Sharma
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HILL CART ROAD
\ Kurseong - 734203, Darjeeling /
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/VViTh best wishes :-

. 8145751030
8670017733

MAMAJI SHOE SHOP

Shoes Bags Accessories

47, Hill Cart Road,
Kurseong - 734203

With best wishes : A
. 9434162169
qF Phone - 6972000792

FANCY TAILORS

Ladies & Gents Suit Specialist
Suit Pasting Machine

Zia Tailors

School Ouffitters & Suppliers

Specialist in :
Concert Costumes, Sports Dresses,
Track Suit etc.

Ghowk Bazar, Below Gorkha Library

Kurseong- 734203, Dist Darjeeling
ziatailor45@gmail.com

\.

Vikash Goyal Chowk Bazar, Kurseong- 734203
Vivek Goyal Dist Darjeeling
With best wishes :- With best wishes :-
9434141269
Phone : 8101515474
6296500320

SNOW WHITE DRY CLEANER

Dry Cleaners &
General Order Suppliers

Hill Cart Road
Kurseong- 734203, Dist Darieeling /
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ANTI TOBACCO DAY - 2019
AT

KURSEONG COLLEGE




FRESHER'S WELCOME - 2019

Students in Fresher’s Welcome 2019




Farewell of Mrs. Bernadette Gurung, Mrs. Uma Pradhan

& Mr. Sugen Moktan
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Farewell of Mrs. Bernadette Gurung, Mrs. Uma Pradhan & Mr. Sugen Moktan
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Farewell of Mrs. Bernadette Gurung, Mrs. Uma Pradhan & Mr. Sugen Moktan
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FELICITATION PROGRAMME

Felicitation of Dr. Srijana Rai on being awarded Ph.D
Degree from the University of North Bengal
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Felicitation of Dr. Neelee K.C. Lepcha on being awarded Ph.D
Degree from the University of North Bengal
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Dr. Samiksha Subba receiving Ph.D. Degree at Annual Convocation of
Jadavpur University




PREM RAWAT VALUE EDUCATION

Video Message of Humanity & Peace
By Global Ambassadoe ol Peace

Mr. Prem Rawal

VALUE EDUCATION SESSION BY
MR. PREM RAWAT



WoMEN’S DAY CELEBRATION - 2019

e RN NE i e
.:;,fﬁﬂﬁ'- : .Hsﬂ,}

A ;;E:e- J@: (&)

| FELT = e L



TEACHER’S DAY - 2019

Essay Gompetition : Organized by Kurseong Gollege
Alumni Association, Date 15th MArch 2019




ONE DAY WORKSHOP
ON SCIENCE TEACHING IN SCHOOLS
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National Seminar - “Archeological Heritage of Bengal
And the History in making”
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SEMINAR ON NAAC - 2019
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Activities of Youth against Trafficking Club
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Awareness Programme on anti-human trafficking by MARG
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ANNUAL SPORTS
HELD ON 24TH OCTOBER TO 26TH OCTOBER - 2019
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Annual Sports held on
24th October to 26th October 2019
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EDUCATION TOUR OF
Shree Janta School Nepal - 2019




NCC RANK CONFORMATION - 2019
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SYMPOSIA ON CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE
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FOUNDATION DAY - 2019




FOUNDATION DAY - 2019
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